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1951 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


S THIS the year — 
| The year when He shall come, 
With shout, to call 
This weary pilgrim Home? 
Is this the year 
When my long-folded hands 
Shall find glad tasks 
In fairer, lovelier lands? 
Is this the year 
When I shall clasp at last 
My loved and lost — 
And all grief shall be past? 
Is this the year — 
The year my eyes shall see 
The face of Christ 
In tender majesty? 
Is this the year? 
My spent heart longs for Home. 
Is this the year? 
Come, blessed Jesus, come ! 


The Order of Events 


All Bible-believers that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is coming again, per- 
sonally and visibly. Beyond that point 


agree 


there is not general agreement, for some 
hold that there will be no millennium, 
others believe that the Church must pass 
through the Tribulation or part of it, and 
still others look for the coming of the 
Lord before the Tribulation and the Mil- 
lennium THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMes 
still stands with this latter group, al- 
though the number of those who oppose 
this view has increased. Unless one 
keeps reviewing the events prophesied, 
it is easy to become confused. In the 
introduction to a new book entitled 
“First the Rapture,” by J. F. Strombeck,! 
there is a convenient outline of the eight 
concluding events in the course of this 
world. It is Dr. M. R. DeHaan who has 
written the introduction, including the 
outline, and Mr. Strombeck, a_ well- 
known Christian layman, gives Scrip- 
tural support for the outline in the 
twenty-two chapters of his book. Here 
is the program as these two careful Bible 


'Strombeck Agency, Moline, IIl., $1 post- 
paid 
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students see it: 1. The Secret Resur- 
rection and Rapture of the Believers; 2. 
The Day of the Lord and the Tribulation; 
3. The Battle of Armageddon; 4. The 
Public Second Coming of Christ to the 
Earth; 5. The Establishment of the Mes- 
sianic Kingdom; 6. The Last Rebellion at 
the End of the Millennium; 7. The Judg- 
ment of the Wicked Dead; 8. The New 
Heavens and the New Earth. These 
points will doubtless be of help to many 
Christians in these days of impending 
disaster, governmental perplexity, and 
apostasy in the professing church. Mr. 
Strombeck is thorough, considering 
every pertinent Bible passage, and he 
presents strong arguments for this view. 
There is great comfort in expecting the 
personal return of the Lord Jesus for 
the Church to be the next great event. 
That expectation gives real meaning to 
“that blessed hope” (Titus 2:13) and to 
Paul’s exhortation, “Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words” (1 Thess, 
4:18). 


x 


The Glory of the Second Coming 


This editorial is a condensation by Ernest Gordon of a New Year mes- 


Sage written 


five years ago by the Rev. 


Daniel H, C. Bartlett, M.A., 


D.D., Honorary Secretary of the Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society, 


1922-45 


President of the Society, 1925-45, and the principal founder of 


the Bible Churchmen’s College 


NOTHER year of opportunity 
dawns, Some may think the Lord 
delayeth His coming Yet “the 


concerning his prom- 
perfectly 


Lord is not slack 
ise.” “For yourselves 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night.” It is a bold and 
striking metaphor, which no Christian 
would have dared to use unless it had 
hallowed by Christ's own lips. 
amidst the slumber of 


know 


been 
Unexpectedly ! 
supposed security ! 

The first ushered in by 


coming was 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He laid his right hand upon me, 
saying unto me, Fear not; I am 
the first and the last” (Rev. 1:17). 




















the hush of universal expectancy. Ver- 
gil, in one of his poems, says one would 
soon be born into the world who was 
expected to bring in the golden age. 
Suetonius says that there was a settled 
persuasion that about that time the cities 
of Judea would bring forth a person who 
would gain universal empire. But so 
different will be the Second Coming. 
Unexpected alike by the “wise” and the 
“foolish,” by the Church and the world 
—‘they all slumbered and slept.” Amidst 
the slumber of carnal security, “Behold 
I come as a thief.” What a surprise for 
destructive criticism. At that 
it will have expended its force, finished 
its foolery, and broken its pen 


moment 


Yes, yet not only unexpectedly, but sud- 
denly, imposingly, appallingly. “As the 
lightning cometh out of the and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also 


east, 
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the coming of the Son of man be.” The 
lightning leaps out of the bosom of the 
dark cloud, sweeps the heavens, and 
completes its journey in an instant! So 
also shall the coming of the Son of man 
be. Before that mighty flash, which will 
remain a permanent light, all our repu- 
tation, church standing, social distinc- 
tions, and petty deeds will vanish like 
cobwebs before a terrific storm. In that 
sreat day, with the Apostle Paul, may 
ve each “be found in him, not having 
nine [our] own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” 


How different from the First Coming! 
Then Christ came as a Babe, veiling His 
deity in obscurity and poverty. A single 
star, detected by only a few astronomers, 
marked the spot. One band of shepherds 
alone heard the angelic birth song. A 
lonely man, a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness, heralded His Kingdom. Truly He 
came not with observation. But listen! 
“There shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars: and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory.” Not 
a single star simply, but all creation, 
above, below, will act as herald of the 
coming King. “With power and great 
glory,” yea, “in his own glory, and in 
his Father’s, and the holy angels,” “shall 
he appear the second time without sin,” 
and therefore gloriously, 

His first appearance was intimately 
connected with sin. He was made in the 
likeness of sinful flesh. “Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” “Made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin.” All 
His sufferings, every pang, were becvuse 
of sin. Now He has done with it. “Thine 
eyes shall see the king in his beauty.” 
Away with those crucifixes! for even of 
the crucifixion there is only one Christ- 
given emblem —the broken bread, the 
cistributed wine —“as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lerd’s death till he come.” No longer 
shall the Son of God appear as a man 
of sorrows. No longer shall the King 
of kings be represented as a dying male- 
factor. No longer shall the Lord of lerds 
be a servant, Then He came not to judge 
the world but to save it, Now He comes 
not to save the world but to judge it! 


“The king in his beauty.” The be- 
loved disciple caught a glimpse of that 
beauty and struggled with the paucity 
of human language to portray it. His 
hair of glistening whiteness — whiter 
than the driven snow. His eyes pene- 
trating like a flame of fire. His feet like 
metal raised to white heat in the fur- 
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nace. His voice like the roll of the 
mighty sea. His countenance as the sun 
shineth in his strength. From His mouth 
a two-edged sword which none can es- 
cape. In His right hand seven stars and 
in His left hand the keys of hades and 
of death. No wonder the apostle had 
to record the effect of that sight— 
“When [ saw him, I fell at his feet as 
dead.” Later is indicated the effect such 
a sight will have upon others: “The 
kings of the earth, and the great men 

. hid themselves in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains; and said to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath 
is come.” 


“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Yes, 
many a longing heart is praying that 
prayer today. But there is another verse 
before the Bible ends. “The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.” Had it not been for His grace, 
longing heart, He might have come be- 
fore thou hadst known Him. Is His 
grace arresting the quickness of His 
coming to give thee one more oppor- 
tunity to obey His departing orders? 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospe! to every creature.” 

Let Christians obey during [this year], 
straining every nerve; affecting, if neces- 
ary, every health: emptying, if necessary, 
every pocket! Then, and only then, dare 
we cry, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Notes on Open Letters 


Was Paul Married and 
a Member of the Sanhedrin? 


Several TrmMeEs readers have brought 
up the argument that Paul must have 
been married, because he could not 
otherwise have been a member of the 
Sanhedrin. This argument is not so sim- 
ple as it sounds, for it is hard to prove 
conclusively, either from the Bible or 
secular history, that Paul was a member 
of the Sanhedrin or that he was married. 

Dr. Aaron J, Kligerman, in charge of 
Jewish evangelism for the Board of 
National Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., writes: 


I for one am among those who be- 
lieve that Paul was married and that 
he had to be married in order to be 
eligible as a member of that body for 
the following reasons: 

1. In the “Ethics of the Fathers,” a 
very ancient work in Hebrew, a part 
of which is read by Orthodox Jews 
each Sabbath day, in chapter 5, para- 
graph 24, a certain Judah ben Tema 
says: “A son of five years of age has 
reached the time for the study of the 
Bible, at ten for the study of Mishnah, 
at thirteen for the fulfillment of the 
commandments, at fifteen for the study 
of Talmud, at eighteen for marriage 





‘Those of us who were born and 
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brought up in Orthodox Jewish homes 
krow well that until the beginning of 
this century Jews married at an early 
age... . Paul, therefore, as a mem- 
ber of the Jewish national in his cay 
must have been no exception in this 
matter. It is worth noticing that even 
to this day Jews in and around Pales- 
tine are marrying very young. Dur- 
ing my recent visit to Israel I took 
special notice of the practices of the 
Yemenite Jews where boys and girls 
at the age of 13, 14, 15 are already 
married, ... 

2. It is agreed by scholars every- 
where that the Sanhedrin came into 
being for the purpose of dealing with 
legal matters. Its existence is men- 
tioned in 2 Chronicles 19:8. Its exist- 
ence is also mentioned in Josephus 
and of course in the New Testament. 
In New Testament days it had lost 
much of its power, “but the Jewish 
legal system was not abolished and 
they considered themselves the high- 
est judicial body” (“A History of the 
Jews,” by Solomon Grayzel, pp. 89, 90). 
“Its function was restricted to civil 
and religious matters. The decision 
of the Great Sanhedrin (71 members) 
laid the foundation for later Jewish 
law” (pp. 113, 114). Philo refers to 
the seventy elders of Moses, and calls 
them synedroi. This seems to suggest 
that Philo connected the Sanhedrin of 
Jerusalem at his own times with the 
seventy elders of Moses and in so 
doing agrees with Jewish tradition that 
the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem had a con- 
tinuous history under various names. 
from the days of Moses. 

Judah Goldin in chapter 3, Volume I 
of “The Jews, Their History, Culture. 
and Religion,” has this to say about 
Gamaliel I: “The most distinguished 
personality of the period was Gamaliel 
Hillel’s grandson, ,. . His title ‘Rabban’ 
probably reflects the influential posi- 
tion he attained within the Sanhedrin 
dominated for the most part by the 
riests and their Sadducean allies. 

hrough his influence he was able to 
save from severe sentence a number 
of Christian apostles whom the San- 
hedrin were about to condemn. It may 
be that among the disciples of Rabban 
Gamaliel was a certain Hellenistic Jew 
come up from Tarshish . , . Saul, or 
Paul, was a man of means and could 
undertake frequent journeys” (p. 139) 

From the above several deductions 
must be made: 

1. The Sanhedrin was composed of 
the very finest and most accevtable 
men. Most of them were priests and 
these had to be married men 

2. Rabban Gamaliel and Saul of Tar- 
sus were notales and certainly were 
acquainted with the savings of the 
fathers and the tradition of their 
nation. Therefore. Rebbtan Gamalie] 
as well as Paul had to be married men 
in order to match the character of 
those who made up the membership 
of the Sanhedrin. 

Dr. Kligerman defines the 
briefly in this way: 

The Talmud (from Lomad to learn) 
is the summation of the teachings of 
the Jewish spiritual leaders from the 
2nd century B.C.. to the end of the 5th 
century A.D. These are arranged in 
the form of a legal code, the Mishnah 
and a commentary, called the Gemara 

There are two separate Talmuds, the 
Palestinian, and the Babylonian. The 
Talmud consists of a number of trac- 
tates (treatises) arranged into six divi- 
sions. Division 4 is Nezikin, and the 
Treatise Sanhedrin is found there. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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|. A Scientific Attitude Toward the Bible 


Four things to remember about true science 





lightened age it was not a sign of 

intelligence to believe the Bible, for 
science had completely demolished the 
Bible’s claim to be accepted as a book 
written under the inspiration of the 
Spirit of truth. No one with any intel- 
ligent self-respect could express belief 
in the Bible, 

We venture to say that the reverse is 
true, and we go so far as to affirm with 
deep conviction that it is unscientific to 
refuse to believe the Bible. Science is, 
etymologically speaking, knowledge, and 
the word has come to denote that kind 
of knowledge which is gained by careful 
observation and the due study and con- 
sideration of factual discovery and evi- 
dence. We venture to submit that, when, 
with an open mind and a sincere search 
for truth, one approaches in this way 
the study of the Bible, one inevitably 
comes to the conviction not only that 


To USED to be said that in this en- 


the Bible is true, but even that it can@ 


be nothing less than the great message 
of God to mankind. 

The trouble with so many of those 
who call themselves “skeptics” is not in 
the domain of the intelligence at all, but 
in that of the heart. It is not so much 
that they really have any serious or sin- 
cere reason for doubting the veracity of 
Holy Scripture, as that they do not wish 
to believe there is a God to whom, ulti- 
mately, they will have to give account. 
True, there are “honest doubters,” but 
these may not be so many as is gener- 
ally supposed: for real honest doubt 
will admit that there are many people 
who, apparently sane and _ intelligent, 
have found much that is effectively and 
blessedly true in the Bible: and that 
many have borne witness to a transform- 
ing power that has, somehow or other, 
operated in their lives when the best 
resolutions have failed. Something has 
happened that their highest intentions 
and best efforts had repeatedly failed 
to produce, 

Having reached this point, honesty and 
sincerity will lead such “doubters” to 
acknowledge that there “must be some- 
thing in it” that they have missed, That 
being so, when faced with the challenge 
of the raison d’etre and the great mes- 
sage of the Bible, the sincere heart will 
be drawn to seek anew to find how such 
effects have been produced. After this 
preamble, let us consider: 

T. WHat Is Sciencr? 

The First Phase-—The first phase of 
science is seen in the attitude of men 
who, noticing certain phenomena of 
nature, desire to probe into their secrets, 
and learn all they can about them. A 
medical man will desire to know the 


The Rev. H. K. Bentley was for many 
years a member of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission in Belgium, where he 
was first the Dean of the Bible In- 
stitute in Brussels and later served 
as pastor to churches of the Mission 
in other towns. He is now the edi- 
tor of the Fundamentalist and gen- 
eral secretary of the British Bible 
Union which has as its motto, “Christ 
is infallible and the Bible true.” Mr. 
Bentley’s office is at 75 Peckham 
Road, London, S.E. 5, Eng. The presi- 
dent of the Union is the Rev. G. 
Kirby White, and among several 
vice-presidents are the Rev. H. J. 
Barker, Lt.-Col. L. M. Davies, Doug- 
las Dewar (who has written for The 
Sunday School Times), Brig.-Gen, F. 
D. Frost, and the Rev. Preb. Colin 
C. Kerr. This is the first of four 
articles showing that there is no con- 
flict between the Bible and true 
science. 








cause of a disease, and to discover the 
best way to cure it. A biologist will in- 
quire about life in its various forms, An 
astronomer will peer into the sky to see 
what the stars are made of, how big 
they are, and how far away. An archae- 
ologist will dig down into the earth to 
see what information he can find as to 
the character and customs of ancient 
peoples. 

The Second Phase.—Having collected 
an amount of materia] that appears to 
throw light on the subject under con- 
sideration, the scientific investigator will 
carefully examine it, remembering the 
setting in which it was found and all 
considerations bearing upon it. As his 
experience grows, so will the skill with 
which he makes his deductions and 
draws his conclusions. He will con- 
stantly be on the lookout for facts which 
may throw light on theories that he or 
others have propounded, and he will re- 
member that a theory unsupported by 
fact is not science, but only a scientific 
theory at best, 

The Third Phase.—Our investigator 
will then proceed to build on the prin- 
ciples deduced from the careful study of 
the phenomena and facts discovered, and 
apply this knowledge to the elaboration 
of inventions, whether of physical proc- 
esses or of instruments, that may benefit 


society. So the primary observation of 
a phenomenon may eventually result in 
the discovery of a ba ic law of nature 


Thus the 
dral (1532) caused the eighteen-year-old 
Galileo to ponder in such a way that the 
law of the pendulum was discovered. 


winging lamp in Pisa Cathe- 


By H. K. BENTLEY 


Similarly the fall of an apple (1665) led 
Newton to discover the laws of gravi- 
tation, 

Note Four Things—(1) There. are 
many people who benefit from science 
without being themselves of a scientific 
turn of mind. Besides, many lamps had 
swung in regular oscillation, and many 
apples had fallen, before Galileo and 
Newton wondered why they did so. The 
facts were there, but the unscientific had 
not considered them. (2) As scientific 
investigation is accompanied by the de- 
duction of theories, these theories must 
constantly be checked against new dis- 
coveries of fact. It is utterly unscien- 
tific to hold on to a pet theory after it 
is proved to be fallacious, and “many a 
beautiful theory has been slain by an 
ugly fact.” (3) Scientific discovery is 
in itself neutral as regards the realm of 
morals. It can thus be turned to either 
the present good or the ultimate harm 
of man. Hence, while a Simpson may 
invent chloroform, another’s discoveries 
may lead to the blasting of Hiroshima 
and the death of thousands of human 
beings. ‘(No aspersion is intended upon 
the character of those who worked on 
atomic fission. We merely state facts as 
related to cold science.) (4) It is never- 
theless true that it is man who decides 
upon the use to be made of all scientific 
discovery and invention. Even in such 
a simple matter as the use of aspirin we 
can see this fact illustrated. One may 
use a small quantity for the relief of 
pain, while another may multiply the 
dose with criminal intent and take his 
own life with the same product. It i 
the heart of man that decides as to the 
good or evil result obtained from science. 


II. Appry THESE PRINCIPLES TO 

Man’s ATTITUDE TO THE BIBLE 
{t Is Unscientific To Ignore.a Phenome- 
non.—As we have just said, lamps _ hac 
swung and apples had fallen before Gali- 
leo and Newton took note and pondered 
over them. These men asked “Why?’ 
and were not satisfied until they hac 
answered that question. The facts were 
there for all to note, but the thousands 
of unscientific people had simply ignored 
them. Now it is a fact that the Bible is 
the best loved and the most hated book 
in the world. It has, so to speak, caused 
multitudes to lay down their lives with 
a fearless hymn of praise, while others, 
full of cruel hate and bestial ferocity, 
have brought about and gloated ‘over 


such martyrdom Why this devoticn 
on one hand, and this malice on 
the other? There must be a pro- 


found and mighty reason. Very well, we 
Suggest that those who pass by, noting 
the fact without caring to ponder it, are 
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acting in an entirely unscientific man- 
ner. Apply the principles of scientific 
thought and investigation will lead to 
discovery. 

Then, too, it is a fact that the Bible 
claims to be of God in a unique sense. 
Here is a fact, and one of tremendous 
import. Many have read and pondered 
its words and have been led to bow at 
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the feet of the Lord God Almighty as 
they have found Him and come to a per- 
sonal knowledge of Him through a right 
consideration of its pages. Others, less 
sincere and thoughtful, have simply 
scoffed, as any nitwit may scoff at a 
sincere thinker, or any dog “behow1 the 
moon,” quite careless and indifferent. 


(To be continued) 


A Christian Home for Boys in the Near East 


Reaching Arab boys with the Gospel 


HE work of the Near East Boys’ 

Home, at Sin el Fil, just outside of 
Beirut, Lebaron, was begun December 
1, 1948. For me it was a question of 
being obedient to the heavenly vision. 
We accepted two boys the first day, an- 
other two the second day, and so it be- 
gan to develop and grow. My thought 
was to have only about ten orphaned 
boys who were in need of both bodily 
and spiritual care, and through whom 
we cculd demonstrate, in a_ practical 
way, Christian teachings. This place 
could then also to advantage be devel- 
oped as a base for missionary activities 
in heretofore inaccessible areas. Be- 
cause of very limited means it scemed 
impossible that we could take on more 
boys, though several times that number 
soon wanted to come under our care. 
As the rumber increased to ten, and 
then, under pressure, to twelve, fourteen, 
fifteen, sixteen, and eighteen, it seemed 
clear that we must stop there, since 
there was no more room or means, as 
we lived practically on faith from week 
to week. i 

Finallv, in May, 1949, I decided to go 
to the United States to enlist support for 
the work. About ten days after reach- 
ing America, I received the first letter 
from our home in Lebanon. I had left 
by plane only about twelve days before, 
and hesitated to open the letter, fearing 
that it contained bad news. However, 
it contained good news. A man in 
Beirut had become interested in a boy 
who had no home. This gentleman in- 
quired ‘or a school where he might place 
the boy. and ours was recommended, My 
assistant was approached by this man, 
who when he learned that we had no 
means to enable us to accept more boys, 
offered to pay a nice sum for the boy’s 
suvport. So while conditions became 
still more congested, our concern for 
money for the next three months was 
relieved. 

This boy was a Mohammedan, but then 
our’ work is intended to be chiefly for 
Mohammedans. Like the other Moham- 
medan boys that we have, he was at 
first unwilling to join with the other 
boys in reading the Scriptures, singing, 
and praying. He is also the oldest of 
the boys, thirteen and a half years old. 


By CARL FOLKE AGERSTRAND 


and it was thought at first that he would 
be difficult to deal with. But he has 
turned out to be our best boy. He and 
another of our boys are the first and sec- 
ond respectively in behavior and study 
in the school that they attend, which 
now numbers about two hundred and 
fifty children. All our boys attend this 
school, which is privately operated and 
is located about ten minutes’ walk from 


our Home. 
Some readers will ask: “Is this boy 
saved?” I can say that he now is, as@ 


are the other children that are here. 
Other Mohammedan boys that we have, 
have had opportunities to witness as to 
what they have heard and learned here 
in the homes of their relatives, and this 
has had a good and lasting influence. 

Our youngest boy has no mother. His 
father is living, but was not able to give 
him the care that a young boy needs. 
He was therefore very feeble physically, 
and, of course, had had no spiritual 
training. We had considerable difficulty 
with him at first, but he has not only 
become stronger and healthier, but he 
has also learned much in secular sub- 
jects, and is better than the average stu- 
dent in day school. We have also noticed 
that he has learned many Bible stories 
and hymns by heart more quickly than 
many of our other boys, and he gives 
promise of becoming a good boy, and 
we hope and pray he will become a serv- 
ant for his Lord and Saviour when he 
grows older. 

Our boys have to report for school at 
6.30 every morning except Saturday and 
Sunday. That means that they must rise 
at 5 a.m, on those mornings. After they 
have washed, dressed, and made up their 
beds, we have breakfast at 5.45. At the 
table after breakfast we pray in unison 
and sing a hymn. Then just before leav- 
ing the Home they sing, “Stand Up, 
Stand Up for Jesus,” two verses. They 
take a sandwich with them to school for 
lunch at 10 o’clock, and come home for 
dinner at noon. After eating, we read 
a portion from the Bible, have prayers, 
and sing one or two hymns, depending 
on the time. They have to be back at 
school by one o’clock. They return to 
the Home about 4.30 in the afternoon. 
and may play until 5 o’clock, at which 
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time a one-hour study period begins. 
We have supper at 6 o’clock. After sup- 
per, while still at the table, we read a 
portion from the Bible and pray. Then 
I speak to them for about fifteen min- 
utes, reviewing what we have read. 
Once or twice a week we concentrate 
on having all the boys repeat one or two 
stories from the Bible. By letting each 
one of them tell it once they will re- 
member it well. After this period we 
sing several hymns, using old ones that 
we have taught them earlier, and also 
teaching them new hymns by heart, both 
in Arabic and English. This is over by 
7.15, at which time the study period for 
the evening begins. For the younger 
ones study ends at 8.30, and for a few 
of the older ones at 9.30. They retire 
immediately after the end of their study 
periods, 

On Saturdays, having no school, we 
have breakfast at 7 in the morning with 
a longer devctional period ending at 
8.15. The boys make up for lost time 
in play till 10 o’clock. A study period 
of two hours follows. At noon we have 
dinner with the usual program. After 
that they have to go to bed and rest 
until 3 o'clock. For the next two hours, 
until 5 o'clock, several help out in small 
odd jobs and errands for the Home. At 
5 o'clock we have a Bible study hour 
until 6. At 6 we have supper with the 
usual program, and after that we show 
suitable slide pictures for about three- 
quarters of an hour. 

On Sunday mornings we have break- 
fast at 8 o'clock with the usual devo- 
tional program, and then begin preparing 
for Sunday school and devotional serv- 
ice at 10 o’clock. This service is con- 
ducted much the same as in the average 
Sunday school in the United States. We 
sing hymns together with the neighbors 
who have come to attend the service. I 
speak for about forty minutes both to 
the adults and the children, the second 
half of the time chiefly for the chil- 
dren and using suitable illustrative 
material. These messages are interpreted 
into the Arabic language. Often we have 
visiting native pastors and missionaries 
speak. 

Sunday afternoons are usually given 
over to friends and relatives of the boys 
and our supervisors, who come to visit 
with us. 

The supervisors are kept busy during 
the weekdays purchasing, preparing, and 
cooking the food, washing and mending 
the clothes,.etc. We also have visitors 
coming to us during week days, and 
some of us make calls among neighbors 
and others in the interest of our work. All 
of the adults meet together every week 
day morning at 7 for a half hour's devo- 
tional period, in addition to their private 
devotions. Our supervisory staff now con- 
sists of three men—my assistant, our 
janitor and handyman,,and myself: and 
tree women folk —the cook, the serv- 
ant, and the matron, who are all native 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Lesson for January 21 


Many C.1.M. Missionaries 
Are Leaving China 


RESH evidence of the seriousness of 

world conditions is seen in a special 
prayer call issued on December 18 by 
the Rev. Herbert M. Griffin, home di- 
rector for North America of the China 
Inland Mission. Mr. Griffin and Mr. Fred 
Mitchell, home director for England, are 
expecting to attend the Directors’ Con- 
ference in Melbourne, Australia, in Feb- 
ruary. Mr. Griffin writes as follows: 

“The critical situation in China has 
necessitated plans for the withdrawal of 
a large number of our missionaries and 
the children of missionaries. PRAY 
with us concerning this vital matter. So 
far we have not been given the names 
of those withdrawing, but a cablegram 
from Shanghai indicates that arrange- 
ments have been made for 93 adults and 
52 children to travel. Prayer is requested 
for the need in connection with an addi- 
tional 150 adults 2nd 70 children need- 
ing to leave. We are told in this cable- 
gram that all districts in China except 
Kweichow are affected. In the numbers 
given above our school party at Kuling 
is not included, but the withdrawal of 
the school group is expected soon. There 
are about 30 on the staff and 134 chil- 
dren in the schools at Kuling. This calls 
for earnest intercession. 

“In conveying this news received from 
Shanghai our general director, cabling 
from Melbourne, Australia, included the 


. text Isaiah 52:12, which reads: ‘For ye 


shall not go out with haste, nor go by 
flight: for the Lord will go before you; 
and the God of Israel will be your rere- 
ward.’ In the same message Bishop 
Houghton states that the Directors’ Con- 
ference to convene in Melbourne will be 
held about the 7th of February, 1951... . 
It would be an encouragement to us to 
know of individuals and groups who join 
with us in special intercession concern- 
ing the vital matters involved: the safety 
of children and missionaries, and the 
wisdom necessary in arranging for their 
movement, and that the necessary ac- 
commodation may be available. 

“Let no one regard this as a financial 
appeal, but as a CALL TO PRAYER 
that whatever need is involved God may 
be glorified as we look to Him in faith. 

“We do not know what proportion of 
the group are coming to the U.S.A. and 
Canada, and to the other homelands. We 
will no doubt be receiving further de- 
tails, and we are glad to keep those con- 
cerned informed. If you have relatives 
or close friends in China, do not hesitate 
to drop us a line, and if we have any 
late information concerning their where- 
abouts we shall be glad to keep in touch. 

“We are having special times of prayer 
here at our Philadelphia center and at 
the other Mission centers. We believe 
that God will work for us in accordance 
with Ephesians 3:20.” 
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Famous Coaches on Smoking 
By C. Aubrey Hearn 


HAT do America’s most famous 

coaches think about smoking? Do 
they recommend it to their players, or 
do they forbid it? Do they think that 
smoking by an athlete is an advantage 
or a disadvantage? 

A questionnaire, sent early in 1949 to 
America’s best-known coaches, brings 
unanimous condemnation of smoking. 
Let the ‘coaches speak for themselves: 

Adolph F. Rupp, basketball coach at 
the University of Kentucky, says: “We 
do not have anyone on our team that 
smokes. Smoking cannot be of any 
benefit to a young boy. In fact, it is 
harmful. We do not believe that young- 
sters should smoke. I always tell my 
boys, ‘Don’t smoke — let your opponents 
do the smoking.’” 

Football Coach Frank Leahy of Notre 
Dame declares: “In coaching a foot- 
ball team, our greatest dislike for smok- 
ing by the competing athletes is based 
upon the belief that its use weakens will 
power. The smoker submits to the pleas- 
ures of the senses too readily, with the 
net effect being that in other ventures 
he will not be willing to pay the price 
for ultimate success. Considered purely 
from the physical side, smoking acts to 
retard the reflexes. The one getting the 
jump on his opponent in athletics is the 
one who usually is in a commanding 
position. A nonsmoker has a psycholog- 
ical advantage in that his confidence in 
his physical condition will always oper- 
ate to his advantage.” ; 

Football Coach Matty Bell of South- 
ern Methodist University declares: “We 
certainly forbid our football players to 
use tobacco in any form.” 

G. B. Wilkinson, football coach of the 
University of Oklahoma, affirms: “In 
my opinion, smoking dcesn’t help any- 
body — high schoo] students, college stu- 
dents, or adults.” 

Bobby Dodd, football coach at Georgia 
Tech, writes: “We do not allow our 
athletes at Georgia Tech to smoke dur- 
ing the training season. We try to keep 
them from getting the habit of smoking 
at any time, as we think it is a very 
harmful habit.” 

Eddie Hickey, basketball coach, St. 
Louis University, declares: “I have just 
completed my second year at St. Louis 
University with the Billiken Basketball 
Varsity. To this date I have never yet 
seen a Billiken basketball player smok- 
ing either during or after the season’s 
basketball activity. 

“Especially for young men who have 
not yet reached complete maturity, 
smoking definitely cannot be associated 
with the best physical health for basket- 
ball. ‘It is definitely opposed to the ideal 
physical condition, and is a habit young 
men must forego if they would be truly 
champions. It is impossible to smoke 
without retarding physical efficiency, and 
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it leaves the player, who is continually 
under stress and strain of both emotional 
and physical superlative efforts, without 
sufficient resistance to many of the com- 
mon ailments that will retard the best 
physical condition.” 

Football Coach Blair Cherry of the 
University of Texas expresses an opin- 
ion with which all leading coaches agree: 
“Coaches, not only here but all over 
the country, are of the opinion that the 
use of tobacco or alcohol in any form 
is detrimental to the physical welfare 
of a growing boy and those boys engage: 
in athletics.” 

NASHVILLE, TENN, 
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Was Paul Married and 
a Member of the Sanhedrin? 
(Continued from second page) 


among several other subjects such as 

Makkoth, Abodah Zera, etc. 

The two Talmuds are the work of 
many teachers in Israel and all the 
names of the contributors are recorded 
in the Talmud ; 

Exactly the opposite opinion on Paul’s 
marriage was expressed by Sir William 
Ramsay, Professor of Humanity in the 
University of Aberdeen, the well-known 
British scholar who spent many years 
studying the life, writings, and jour- 
neys of the Apostle Paul. In his book, 
“Pauline and Other Studies” (Hodder 
and Stoughton: George H. Doran, New 
York, undated), he wrote: “Paul was 
never married . One cannot read that 
passage, 1 Corinthians 7:9, without feel- 
ing that Paul is defending himself by 
stating the reasons which impelled him 
when young to violate the almost uni- 
versal custom and remain unmarried. 
He had chosen the Divine life; and his 
resolution was that expressed afterwards 
by Rabbi Asai, who took no wife: ‘My 
soul cleaves to the Law: let others see 
to the upbuilding of the world.’” 

However, two other eminent scholars 
agree that Paul was probably married 
and a member of the Sanhedria. These 
were the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., 
and the Rev. J. S. Howson, M.A., authors 
of the famous, two-volume work, “The 
Life and Epistles of St Paul.” Concern- 
ing Paul they wrote (Vol. 1, p. 95): 
“There are strong grounds for believing 
that, if he was not a member of the 
Sanhedrin at the time of St. Stephen’s 
death, he was elected into that powerful 
senate soon after; possibly as a reward 
for the zeal he had shown against the 
heretic. He himself says that in Jeru- 
salem he not only exercised the power 
of imprisonment by commission from the 
High Priests, but also, when the Chris- 
tians were put to death, gave his vote 
against them.” This is based on Acts 
26:10, and in a footnote the authors say: 
“If this inference is well founded, and 
if the qualification for a member of the 
Sanhedrin mentioned in the last chapter 
(p. 87) was a necessary qualification, 
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Saul must have been a married man, 
and the father of a family. If so, it is 
probable that his wife and children did 
not long survive; for otherwise, some 
notice of them would have occurred in 
the subsequent narrative, or some allu- 
sion to them in the Epistles. And we 
know that, if ever he had a wife, she 
was not living when he wrote his first 
letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 7).” 
Conybeare and Howson refer to their 
own footnote in the previous chapter 
which reads: “One of the necessary 
qualifications of members of the Sanhe- 
drin was, that they should be the fathers 
of children, because such were supposed 
more likely to lean towards mercy... . 
If this was the rule when Stephen was 
tried, and if Saul was one of the judges, 
he must have been married at the time.” 
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A Christian Home for Boys 
in the Near East 
(Continued from page 4) 


Christians and very efficient and depend- 
able. The matron also does the clerical 
work, 

Contacts in the United States have now 
led to an association with the Home of 
Onesiphorus, an established mission in 
China among orphans and underpriv- 
ileged children, so that our financial 
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support since about the first of 1950 is 
borne by that organization. _ AlE ‘our 
board members, except the president, 
G. A. Lundmark, are laymen. Their zeal, 
interest, and devotion to their calling 
in their missionary endeavors are com- 
mendable. It is a worthy example of 
what Christian laymen can accomplish. 

One of our present great concerns is 
to find larger quarters. We have many 
boys -on the waiting list, and we would 
like to expand our activities here or 
elsewhere in the Near East. Doors are 
open for us, and we will proceed cau- 
tiously, considering carefully every move 
that we make, 

In order that our work may grow, we 
need much prayer support and we need 
more help. We need these who actually 
will devote their lives and time to active 
work on the field. “Therefore said he 
unto them, the harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few: pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers into his har- 
vest” (Luke 10:2), 

We shall be happy to hear from read- 
ers and will do our best to answer all 
letters and inquiries, whether they be 
sent direct to the writer, Near East Boys’ 
Home, Sin el Fil, Box 1, Beirut, Lebanon, 
or to our headquarters, 3939 N, Hamlin 
Ave., Chicago 18. 

BerruT, LEBANON, 


Five Considerations in Holding Young People 


Capturing their interest and attendance permanently 


N MANY of the larger churches, in 

making plans to hold the young peo- 
ple, emphasis is laid on social features, 
suppers, games, pictures, athletics, all of 
which have their place and may attract 
for a while, but have not the power to 
hold permanently the interest and at- 
tendance of our really worth-while 
Seniors who are longing to live for the 
Lord, and do nct know just how to go 
about it. They look for a way of life 
that will challenge their talents, enlist 
their enthusiasm, and provide occasions 
for a satisfying use of their time.. The 
question is how. 

First, we shculd make sure that each 
of our young people has had a personal 
experience with the Lord Jesus, and is 
not merely resting on some false sense 
of security because of church member- 
ship, or a moral life. I say this from 
my heart, for I was, for twelve years, 
an active worker and church member, 
without ever having learned that I must 
be born again. Many do not have a 
clear idea of what constitutes being a 
Christian. Dr. Soltau writes, “Let us 
remind ourselves that to lead a moral, 
respectable life, which some _ people 


might call religious, does not, in itself, 
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constitute being a Christian. Moreover, 
t6 accept the principles of the teachings 
of Jesus Christ as my ideals and to do 
my best to live up to them does not 
necessarily constitute me a Christian. To 
be a Christian is something far deeper, 
and involves far more and far greater 
changes in my life and in my character 
than do either of the things just men- 
tioned.” He stresses the necessity of a 
vital, personal relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ before one has any right 
to claim to be a Christian. 

When our young people have been 
brought to understand this, and to ac- 
knowledge the claims of Jesus Christ as 
Lord as well as Saviour, then the re- 
sponsibility for holding them will rest 
upon the Lord, the only one who is fully 
able not only to save to the uttermost, 
but also to keep them, and to present 
them before the presence of His glory, 
with exceeding joy (Heb. 7:25; Jude 
1:24). 

Second, let the use of their own Bibles 
replace the lesson leefilets, for only by 
constantly using the Word do they be- 
come at ease in handling it. After over 
forty years in Sunday school work, I 
heartily advocate not only using the 
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Book itself for study, but marking the 
passages for memorizing, for future use. 
With such training from the Junior De- 
partment on up, I believe we would 
have no shortage of teachers, personal 
workers, and established Christians with 
a Scriptural coneeption of the.-require- 
ments for holding any office in our 
churches, 

Third, all should be given, by some ex- 
perienced, consecrated Christian with a 
love of souls, at least twelve lessons of 
the most practical kind showing how 
to deal with the unsaved. Have the 
young people bring notebooks to jot 
down the Scriptures to be used, in dem- 
onstration of these weekly instructive 
talks, by assignment, at the following 
meeting. A chain of Bible references is 
helpful in showing that: 

1. All have sinned, 

2. All may be saved who come unto 

God by faith in His Son, who shed 
His own blood as our substitute 
for sin’s death penalty. 

3. That we receive, at the moment of 
new birth, a new nature, and eternal 
life, and the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to indwell our hearts forever. 
This blessed one comes as our 
guide, our teacher, our comforter, 
and will pray for us and make 
Christ real to us, and direct our 
lives as we yield to Him. 

Fourth, from 2 Corinthians 5:20, 21, 
show young people their responsibility 
as His representatives in the home, the 
school, and in every contact we may 
make each day. We are to give out the 
Word by which men are saved, and then 
to give our own personal testimony to 
the Lord’s power to save and keep us 
from sinning. 

Fifth, teach young people to pray defi- 
nitely, asking specifically and expecting 
results, after both private and united 
prayer has been made with thanksgiving 
to God who gives the increase, 

To sum up, stress: 

Hearing the Word. 

Believing the Word. 

Receiving the Word. 

Knowing the Word. 

Living by the Word. 

Handling the Word without fum- 
bling, uncertainty, or awkwardness in 
showing others how to find the Sav- 
iour, 

“He that winneth souls is wise.” The 
most useful and thrilling, and the life 
most full of joy is that of those who are 
engaged in, and trained for such work. 

When the Lord holds our young peo- 
ple they are safe indeed, and our part 
becomes that of counsel, encouragement, 
and Christian example. 


ANNISTON, ALA, 
ve 


“The higher a man is in grace, the 
lower he will be in his own esteem.”— 
Spurgeon. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JANUARY 21. JESUS MEETS GROWING HOSTILITY (Temperance) 


Mark 1:40 to 3:12; printed text, 2:1-12 


Golden Text.—When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: 
| came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.—Mark 2:17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 2:1 And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that 
there was no room to receive them, no not so much as about the 
door: and he preached the word unto them. 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy 
lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and rea- 


7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only? 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified 
God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion 
based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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soning in their hearts, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

CTION moves rapidly in Mark's 
A Gospel, right from the start. 

There is almost a feeling of per- 
petual motion, yet in the midst of it 
our Lord stands out as the very epitome 
of calm strength. All around Him are 
~ hurry and restlessness, but a majestic 
peace possesses Him as He deals with 
excited crowds and tense individuals. It 
is not, however, the calm of superior 
unconcern, for the heart of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is “moved with compassion” 
at the sight of human need. It is the 
peace of a fixed purpose, the poise of 
conscious strength, the calm of a spirit 
in perfect tune with God; it is, in a 
word, “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding.” 

The ministry of the Lord Jesus quickly 
drew the crowds, but before long the 
controversies began, simmering at first, 
but quickly rising to the boiling point. 
Read the full lesson portion and you will 
observe this progress from crowds to 
controversies, from popularity to opposi- 
tion. In the printed portion the conflict 
begins to brew in the hearts of unbe- 
lievers (v. 6); but soon it becomes vocal 
over such issues as the company Jesus 
mingles with (v. 16), the want of dis- 
cipline among His disciples (v, 18), and 
His own and His disciples’ disregard of 
Pharisaic Sabbath restrictions (v. 24). 
The crowds will continue, but we shall 
see the tempo of the opposition increase 
until it rises to the climax of Calvary. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all relate 
the incident in our lesson (see Matt. 9: 
2-8; Luke 5:18-26). In this instance, 
Matthew’s account is the briefest, but 
all three should be read for a complete 
picture. Luke’s account portrays the 


men diligently seeking a way of ap- 
proach, until in desperation they decide 
upon the roof plan. It is Luke also who 
prefaces the story with that little gem 
of a statement: “The power of the 
Lord was present to heal them,” where 
“them” refers to the “Pharisees and doc- 
tors of the law.” 


’ 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 2:1.—“It was noised that he was 
in the house.” The fame of His heal- 
ing of the leper necessitated His avoid- 
ing the cities until the excitement should 
abate (chap. 1:45), but even then His 
return home was headline news for Ca- 
pernaum. “He could not be hid” (Mark 
7:24). It is thought that Peter’s home 
was home to the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 2.—“Many were gathered 
and he preached the word.” This was 
no called meeting, but a spontaneous 
gathering. Wherever Jesus went, His 
host and hostess had to reckon on open 
house. Jesus never sent away a crowd 
without ministering to them. The same 
is true of individuals. What “word” did 
He preach? His theme was “the gospel 
of God” (1:14, R.V.), which is summar- 
ized in chapter 1:15. We can well be- 
lieve that is was presented appropriately 
to the occasion. 

Verse 3.—“One borne of four.” 
This helpless man was fortunate to have 
friends who believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who were willing to put 
themselves out to help him. Do we sur- 
round our unsaved friends with loving 
care in an effort to bring them to Jesus 
Christ? 

Verse 4.——“, . _ the press . . . the roof.” 
The crowd was more adamant than the 
roof. Apparently not even an appeal 
to their pity would induce them to make 
way for this needy man, but the un- 
daunted friends carried their burden up 


the outside stairway to the flat roof. 
Where did these four secure their tools 
to unroof the roof? And what did Peter 
think when he heard the noise of his 
roof being broken up, and bits began to 
fall in on them? Did Jesus have to 
restrain His distressed disciple? These 
four were careful to make the opening 
right above where Jesus was. Oh, that 
we had such diligence, such persistence, 
such care in soul-winning! I am not 
particularly fond of interruptions during 
sermons, but I should welcome interrup- 
tion by a soul seeking salvation, 

Verse 5.—“, their faith . . . thy 
sins.” To whose faith did Jesus respond? 
It must have been the faith of the four, 
plus the faith of the paralytic himself, 
for no man ever received the forgive- 
ness of sins by proxy faith. The faith 
of others can bring us to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but salvation is the answer to 
our own faith. Notice the Lord’s order: 
holiness first, then health. This man’s 
sickness was probably due to his own 
sin, like the impotent man of John 5:5-14, 

Verse 6.—“Certain of the scribes sit- 
ting . and reasoning.” The scribes 
must have been watching for Jesus’ re- 


turn, and were among the first to ar- 
rive. “Come early for a seat” sort of 
style! But they were there as critics 


scrutinizing this unauthorized rabbi 


They were an important company, gath- 


ered from all Galilee and Judea, and 
even Jerusalem (Luke 5:17). 
Verse 7.—“Why ...? Who... ? 


Their first question was all wrong. Their 
second question was all right. They just 
did not perceive “God .. . manifest in 
the flesh.” Their reasoning began at 
the wrong end. The correct sequence of 


questions is “Who? What?” (Acts 
9:5, 6.) 

Verse 8.—“‘“Jesus perceived in his 
spirit.” Doubtless the dark lines on the 
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scribes’ countenances showed their dis- 
pleasure, but it was with a deeper per- 
ception that the Lord Jesus read their 
actual reasoning. He probably gave ut- 
terance to their thoughts, and so startled 
them. Read Psalm 139:1, 2. 


Verse 9.—“Whether is it easier to say 

. or to say? So far as the saying is 
concerned, they are both equally easy, 
but he who says, “Arise,” must be pre- 
pared for an immediate test of his power, 
while the proof of forgiveness is a secret 
between the forgiven soul and God. 
Actually the divine act of forgiveness is 
a greater miracle than the healing of 
paralysis, but the act in the physical 
realm demonstrated the validity of the 
act in the spiritual realm, 

Verse 10—“‘The Son of man _ hath 
power.” The power of Jesus, in the sense 
of authority, was now to be demonstrated 
by His. power in the sense of ability. 
He who could with a word repair the 


effects of sin was surely able to remit 
the sin itself. “Son of man” was a 
favorite title of our Lord’s signifying 


His identification with us. It meant 
an emptying, yet there were divine pre- 
rogatives that He exercised freely on 
earth — forgiveness being the chief. 

Verse 11—‘“Arise ... take up... go 
Three actions, all equally impossible to 
the helpless man, were demanded. No 
supports were suggested to begin with! 
“Every whit whole” is Jesus’ way (John 
7:23). So in the spiritual realm, He 
does not merely improve sinners, but 
makes new creatures (2 Cor, 5:17). The 
healed man was sent home. That is the 
first place to show the mighty works of 
God. That is why the healed demoniac 
of Gadara was sent home (Mark 5: 
18-20). 

Verse 12.—“They were all amazed, and 
glorified God.” They were beside them- 
selves with wonder. The test of a work 
is whether the witnesses glorify men, 
or God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

This lesson offers a wonderful study 
in personalities. Here we have the para- 
lytic, reaping the harvest of sin in his 
own body, aud utterly helpless to do 
anything for himself, but at last find- 
ing complete deliverance in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Next we see the four 
friends, kindly, eager, persistent in their 
efforts to bring their wretched neighbor 
to the Great Physician, in whose ability 
to heal they have implicit faith. All 
around are the spectators, some curious, 
some anxious, crowding in on Jesus, 
moved by His words, beside themselves 
with wonder at His deeds, and breaking 
out spontaneously in praise to God; al- 
though one wonders if that were only 
a passing fervor. Part of the crowd and 
yet apart from them are the scribes, 
Pharisees, and doctors of the Law, seated 
in comfort — envious, suspicious, critical, 
unconscious of their own need, and los- 
ing the blessing which the grace of God 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. January 14.—A Day of Activity. 
Mark 1:21-39 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. January 28.—The Great Teacher. 
Mark 3:13 to 4:34 








was ready to bestow on them (Luke 5: 
17). Amid all these stands Jesus, the 
master of every situation, reading the 
hearts of all present, full of compassion, 
seeing not only outward need but the 
deep-seated cause, and quick to respond 
to faith, exercising His divine preroga- 
tives in the realms of the spirit and the 
body. 

Jesus is still surrounded by these four 
groups: saved sinners, seeking others; 
needy sinners, seeking help; curious sin- 
ners, interested but shallow; cynical sin- 
ners, self-sufficient and bound for de- 
struction. Into which of the four 
categories do you fit? 


Outline 

1. The Physician’s helpers bring the pa- 
tient (Mark 2:3, 4) 

2. The Physician's skill diagnoses the dis- 
ease (v. 5) 

3. The Physician’s critics question His 

qualifications (vs. 6, 7) 

4. The Physician’s reasoning shames His 
opponents (vs, 8, 9) 

5. The Physician’s power effects the cure 
(vs. 10-12) 


Topics for Development 

Lessons in Soul-Winning. The four 
friends who brought the paralytic to 
Jesus challenge us by their concern, 
their persistence, and their faith. More- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE had the Lord Jesus Christ 
been since His last visit to Ca- 

pernaum? 

2. Whose house was “home” to Jesus 
in Capernaum? 

3. Can you think of any other house 
that was home to Jesus? 

4. What were the scribes doing here? 

5. Why did Jesus begin with the para- 
lytic’s sin? 

6. Is sickness always due to personal 
sin? 

7. Of what kinds of blasphemy was the 
Lord Jesus accused? 

8. What is the answer,to the question 
in verse 9? 

9. How did the physical miracle vin- 
dicate Christ’s right to forgive sins? 

10. Why did Jesus insist on the healed 
men carrying their own pallets? (here 
and in John 5:8.) 


(Answers on page 15) 
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over, they did not try to reason the man 
into acceptance of some doctrine. Their 
one aim was to get him to Jesus, Avoid 
doctrinal arguments with the unsaved. 
Once they meet Jesus, and are made 
whole, they will learn doctrine much 
faster, 

The Divine Order. Our Lord has a 
care for our physical well-being, and one 
day we shall have bodies free from all ills. 
But the body is only the house, and it 
is far more urgent to fix up the tenant 
first. A bad tenant will soon destroy 
a good house. Our Lord came to “save 
his people from their sins.” While He 
does not always obliterate all the old 
marks of sin, it is amazing what reno- 
vation of the whole personality, includ- 
ing the body, comes with salvation. 

Missing the Blessing, Luke tells us 
that “the power of the Lord was present 
to heal them,” referring to the “Phari- 
sees and doctors of the law,” whom Mark 
simply calls scribes. Perhaps they were 
not physically halt or lame, but they 
badly needed interior healing. They 
missed out on it, however, because (a) 
they did not know their need, and (b) 
they sat in the seats of the critics, like 
the “scornful” in Psalm 1:1, instead of 
lining up among the seekers. What 
group are you in? 

Personal Applications 

Is your home your private domain, or 
do you keep open house for Jesus? 
(Mark 2:1, 2.) 

If you cannot win a soul by yourself, 
get three others praying and working 
with you (v. 3). 

The tiles that the four men tore off 
Peter’s roof went into the house of God 
(v. 4). 

Three qualifications of the successful 
soul-winner: gentleness, persistence, re- 
sourcefulness, 

Prejudiced reasoning never arrives at 
the truth (vs, 6-8). 

Are you a walking testimony to the 
power of Christ? (v. 12.) 

How does my testimony stand up at 
home? (v. 11.) 

D. J. Findley of Glasgow went to hear 
two famous preachers in London. Com- 
ing away from one service his thought 
was, “What a preacher!” Coming from 
the other he exclaimed, “What a Sav- 
iour!” Do men glorify me or God? (v. 
12.) 


Golden Text 


Mark 2:17.—Jesus had called Matthew 
(Levi), the tax collector, to join His 
little band, and this new disciple gave 
a party for his old cronies, so that they 
might meet his new Master. It was a 
great opportunity, but the religious 
leaders were shocked at a would-be 
rabbi mingling with such riffraff. This 
was His magnificent answer. Too often 
we have the Pharisaic attitude instead 
of the Saviour’s, 
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Lesson for January 21 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Har.is 


SuGGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“The Great Physician Now Is Near” 
“Sinners Jesus Will Receive” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, whose love ever seeks to 
draw us from our sin and folly to Thy- 
self and Thy salvation, we thank Thee 
for all the ways by which Thou dost 
strive with souls to make them Thine. 
How patiently and wisely Thou hast 
dealt with every Christian to bring him 
to repent and believe! For the joy that 
seeks us even through pain, we give 
thanks, and pray that we may learn the 
lessons of our trials and find the bless- 
ings Thou dost intend them to bring us. 
Send out Thy Word with power in all 
lands bringing repentance to sinners, re- 
covery to backsliders, and new strength 
and fresh growth to faithful Christians. 
Through the tensions and perplexities of 
our days guide men to Him who is our 
peace, and. bring in the Kingdom of 
righteousness long promised to Thy Son, 
For the sick, the sad, and the suffering 
we entreat Thy comfort and Thy mer- 
cies. Forgive our sins, and lead us in 
paths of righteousness all our days, for 
Christ, cur Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—That man who was 
let down through the roof to Jesus found 
a double blessing. It was great to be 
healed of the palsy, but it was a greater 
blessing to have his sins forgiven. And 





if he had never been sick, he might 
IN EAVIEST URDENS 
LIE EAVENLY DULESSINGS 











have missed that greater blessing. Had 
he never been ill, he might never have 
seen Christ, and never have heard those 
wonderful werds, “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” - Surely the palsy from which he 
suffered was a blessing in disguise, for 
it led to his soul's salvation. 

This is not the only case where sick- 
ness or other trouble has worked out 
for the sufferer’s good. It has often hap- 
pened. A man who never entered a 
church, and long had rejected Christ, 
became ill with a serious throat disease 
and had to travel a long distance for an 
operation that might spare his life, but 
would leave him unable to speak again. 
On the train en route to have the oper- 
ation, the man was much depressed, and 
the colored porter, a Christian, saw that 
his passenger was in distress. He en- 
couraged him to talk of his trouble, and 
on learning the facts, he kindly urged 
the sick man to look to the Lord in his 
trouble. This the sufferer did, and after 
the operation, he wrote to a friend, “I 
have lost my voice, but my soul has 
found its speech.” In days of health, 
his soul had been dumb toward God, 
but sickness had turned him to the Lord, 
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and now praise and prayer flowed from 
his soul to God. 

Behind all our troubles there lies 
some wise purpose. If we will seek to 
learn the lessons God would teach us 
by our trials, we shall enter into bless- 
ings that could never have been ours. 
So shall we come into the joy that seeks 
us through pain. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


bd 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“It was noised that he was in the 
house” (Mark 2:1).—The Lord Jesus was 
a marked person. His enemies were 
suspicious of Him, and the common peo- 
ple craved His ministrations. It was 
only natural under such circumstances 
that as soon as He was in a house, the 
report of His whereabouts would spread 
far and wide. 

It is the same when the Lord enters 
a believer’s heart and life. His presence 
makes such a difference that the friends, 
relatives, and even enemies say, “Mr. 
So-and-so has turned Christian !” 
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An infidel took one look at his daugh- 
ter’s beaming countenance as she re- 
turned from an evangelistic service and 
saw Christ there, and exclaimed, “You 
can't deceive me, you've been converted, 
haven't you?” “Yes, Father,” she said, 
“I admitted the Saviour tonight.” The 
Saviour’s presence in her “house” was 
soon “noised” abroad. 

“No room .. . not so much as about 
the door” (Mark 2:2).—Those words 
make me think of Heaven; for when al! 
the redeemed of the ages are shut 11 
with their Lord in the Father’s House 
there will be no more room —“not so 
much as about the door.” 

In the Parable of the Great Supper 
the Lord revealed His desire regarding 
the filling of His house, for when the 
servant said, “Lord, it is done as thcu 
hast commanded, and yet there is room,’ 
He said, “Go out into the highways an 
hedges, and compel them to come in 
that my house may be filled” (Luke 14 
22, 23). 

The poet has said: 

The house is fast filling, 
There's yet room to spare. 

Not a seat will be vacant, 
But will you be there? 


Only ONE Needed To Carry Him! 








BROUGHT 
HIM ‘TO 
JESUS? 


(Jno. 1:42.) 
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“And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the 
palsy, which was borne of FOUR” cir. 2:8) 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 


minister and Bible expositor, 
churches. 


is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29 
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“They uncovered the roof” (Mark 2:4), 
—The paralytic was in dire need. There 
was One near at hand who could meet 
that need. The man could not go by 
himself. There were four men willing, 
ready, and able to help him. They en- 
countered a real difficulty — the conven- 
tional approach to the Lord was blocked 
by a crowd who evidently refused to 
give way. The dauntless four were not 
to be defeated in their purpose — they 
tore up the roof and lowered the man 
in the presence of the Lord Jesus. 

“Before some churches will see re- 
vival, their roofs and walls of custom 
and convention will have to be broken 
up, and broken down” (Dr. Scroggie). 
All workers attempting to bring helpless 
ones to the Saviour will encounter dif- 
ficulties which will test their mettle. 
They should manifest the spirit which 
Napoleon manifested in the following in- 
cident: Two skillful engineers had been 
sent to explore the path across the Alps, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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and to do whatever could be done in 
the removal of obstructions. They. re- 
turned with an appalling recital of the 
apparently insurmountable difficulties 
of the way. “Is it possible,” inquired 
Napoleon, “to cross the pass?” “Per- 
haps,” was the hesitating reply, “it is 
within the limits of possibility.” “For- 
ward then!” was the energetic reply. 

“When Jesus saw their faith” (Mark 
2:5).—The four men would not have 
carried the palsied man to the Lord in 
the manner in which they did if he had 
been unwilling to go. And because he 
was willing, it is concluded that he had 
faith in the Saviour’s willingness and 
ability to heal him; hence the Lord saw 
the faith of all five men. 


Man can only see the fruit of faith, 
which is good works, but the Lord can 
see faith. It is faith in Him and in His 
finished work that saves us. But where 
there is genuine faith in Christ it will 
manifest itself in good works. 

On October 31, the Lutheran Churches 
(Missouri Synod) used the newspapers 
to remind the people of the U.S.A. that 
on that day, in 1517, Martin Luther 
nailed his ninety-five theses on the door 
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 
What was Martin Luther’s great discov- 
ery? It was the cardinal doctrine of the 
Bible: “A man is justified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law” (Rom, 3:28). 
For hundreds of years the established 
church had taught that man was saved 
by faith plus deeds. Luther discovered 
that the Bible taught salvation alone by 


faith (Eph. 2:8, 9). The advertisement 
concluded with this forceful sentence: 


“Protestant America will have fallen on 
evil days, when once it surrenders one 
jot of this primary doctrine of the Chris- 
tian faith.” 

“Who can forgive sins but God only?” 
(Mark 2:7.)—The question itself is a 
proper one, but what the hostile scribes 
did not admit was that Jesus Christ was 
God “manifest in the flesh.” He had 
the power and authority to heal the body 
and forgive sins; and when He did both, 
they still hated Him. 

Prejudice is a most unreasonable 
thing. A woman who excelled in mak- 
ing wax flowers and fruit was often 
severely criticized. She felt that the 
hatred of her work was unjustified on 
the part of her critics. To convince them 
she showed them an apple, which they 
as usual found fault with, as to its shape 
and color. When they finished she cut 
the apple and ate it. They were so 
prejudiced they could not distinguish a 
real apple from a wax one, 

Because this is Temperance Sunday, 
I pass on the following fact: America’s 
expenditure for alcoholic beverages ex- 
ceeds its total expenditure for educa- 
tion by $1,975,621,000, according to a re- 
port released in Washington, D. C., by 
the Board of Temperance of the Metho- 
dist Church. The total expenditure for 
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all education in 1949 was $6,574,379,000, 
while the total for alcoholic beverages 
was $8,550,000,000 ! 

“The man who is an alcoholic knows 
an aloneness that surpasses the agony 
conceivable to the average man. For the 
alcoholic not only separates himself from 
his family, his friends, and the very 
world around him, but from himself as 
well. The alcoholic is a man at war 
with himself, destined for defeat” (Lib- 
erty). 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in all the record of 

Scripture, or in any other case I 
ever heard of, this seems to be the most 
remarkable instance of getting a man to 
Christ, because of the difficulties which 
were overcome, and because of the faith 
that put it through. 

Look at the bare facts: a man on his 
bed in his home, hopelessly sick with 
palsy, unable to move hand or foot. Four 
men who were deeply concerned about 
him. They had either seen or heard of 
the miracle-working power of Jesus. 
They believed Jesus could do something 
for the palsied man which the doctors 
had found impossible. But Jesus was 
in a crowded house, where excited peo- 
ple had gathered to hear His marvelous 
preaching and to see Him working mir- 
acles. Even the yard around the house 
was crowded. 

The four men carried the palsied man 
on his bed to the house where Jesus was, 
but there was no way to get through the 
crowd and into the house. But they 
made their way to the cutside stairway 
and carried the man to the roof. Then 
they pulled up the tiles and made a hole 
in the roof through which they let the 


man down with cords right into the 
presence of Jesus. The record is that 
“when Jesus saw their faith, he said 


unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 
be forgiven thee” (Mark 2:5). That 
was, of course, the thing of first im- 
portance, but immediately afterward 
Jesus said, “I say unto thee, Arise, and 
take up thy bed, and go thy way into 
thine house” (v. 11). 

Then the record says, “And immedi- 
ately he arose, took up the bed, and 
went forth before them all; insomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified 
God, saying, We never saw it on this 
fashion” (v. 12). 

Now, fellows, there was a complete 
and successful effort made on the part 
of four men who believed that Jesus 
could come inte an impossible situation 
and do all that could be asked for, in the 
case of their palsied friend. 

Whenever we are prompted to a spir- 
itual task -—-something that will engage 
the very necessary power of Jesus Christ 
—there will immediately pop up hin- 
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Lesson for January 21 


drances, difficulties, seemingly impossi- 
ble barriers. You can count on that. 
The Devil will see to it; for he does 
not want you to come under the power 
of Christ in any experience, whether 
for yourself or for others. See what 
might have discouraged those four men, 
if it had not been for two things: their 
determination to help their sick friend, 
and their faith in the power of Jesus 
to heal him. 

1, The man was hopelessly ill, accord- 
ing to all human knowledge. 

2. Jesus could doubtless heal him, but 
Jesus was crowded in a house and all 
the yard about the house was jammed 
with people, some waiting their turn to 
be healed. 

3. The thought of letting the man 
down through the roof was suggested, 
but that would be an audacious thing 
to do— tearing up a man’s roof, no mat- 
ter what the cause, unless it was fire. 

4. After all, if they should get the 
man into Jesus’ presence, He might re- 
buke them for a lawless act, and pos- 
sibly for that reason refuse to heal him. 

And a score of other “reasons” why 
they should not attempt such a difficult 
thing. It is amazing what a flood of 
“logic” will rise up against the purpose 
for a good deed. But those four men 
met the four objections with their four- 
fold faith, 

1. Yes, hopelessly ill, but not hopeless 
in Jesus’ hands. 

2. Yes, Jesus was crowded, but He “is 
the way, the truth, and the life.” 

3% The roof? Well, we can repair it, 
or pay the damages. That will be taken 
care of. 

4. Jesus refuse to heal? Did He ever 
turn anybody down who came to Him 
for help? Did He? “Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you” 
(Luke 11:9). 

Impossible, fellows? God specializes 
in the impossible (Mark 9:23), ~ 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE GROWING HOSTILITY OF THE 
SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 


HAT miracles did we read of last 

week? (A demon cast out of a man 
in the synagogue and the woman with 
the bad fever healed. Jesus healed 
many others also.) What central thought 
did we find? (That the Lord Jesus is 
both able and willing to meet every 
need.) 

The first story in today’s lesson is of 
a man who believed one of these two 
things, but doubted the other. Read 
Mark 1:40 and see whether the leper 
doubted the power of Christ or His will- 
ingness, (His willingness.) The leper 
recognized that the Lord Jesus had 
power to heal him, so he begged Him 
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to be willing. Notice the threefold re- 
sponse of love in the next verse: The 
blessed Lord responded with sympathy, 
word, and action. He was the only one 
in all Palestine who dared to touch a 
leper. This poor leper had never felt 
a human touch since the awful day 
when it was discovered that he had that 
dread disease. What must it have been 
to him to feel the gracious touch of the 
Saviour and to hear His words, “I will; 
be thou clean”! 

What was the result? (v. 42.) Read 
the next two verses. The Lord com- 
manded the cleansed leper not to discuss 
his healing with other people, but to 
obey Leviticus 14, where God’s directions 
are written for the cleansing of the leper, 

The sad part of the story follows. The 
heart of Jesus had gone out instantly to 
the poor leper, but the heart of the leper 
had not responded. How do we know 
this? Because the Lord Jesus said, “If 
a man love me, he will keep my words” 
(John 14:23). The cleansed leper did 
not obey the one who had so greciously 
healed him. Instead he talked about his 
healing wherever he went, and so many 
people came to Jesus to be healed that 
He could not enter into that city for 
atime. He stayed in desert places teach- 
ing and healing those who came to Him 
there. After that He returned to Ca- 
pernaum. Phyllis is our Home Reporter 
for that city, so she will tell us what 
happened there. 

MAN IN Bep LOWERED THROUGH ROOF 

Jesus has returned to Capernaum. 
When the citizens heard of His arrival 
they came in great numbers. They 
crowded the house where Jesus was 
staying so that no one was able to get 
either out or in the door. Four men 
came to the house carrying a man sick 
with the palsy. When they found it 
impossible to get in through the door, 
they climbed up on the roof. They un- 
covered a section of it and lowered the 
bed on which the sick man lay. When 
Jesus saw their faith, He said unto the 
sick man, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” 

Some of the scribes sitting there said 
in their hearts, “Why does this man 
speak blasphemy? Who can forgive sins 
but God only?” 

Then Jesus said to the sick man, 
“Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy 
way into thine house.” Immediately he 
arose, took up his bed, and walked out. 
Everyone was amazed, and _ glorified 
God, saying, “We never saw anything 
like this before.”—Phyllis, Home Re- 
porter for Capernaum, 

Why did the Lord Jesus forgive this 
man’s sins before He healed his body? 
(Because it was even more important.) 

Next Harriet has some more news 
from Seaside. 

Customs OrFFricer ENTERTAINS 
Great TEACHER 


Everyone was startled today when 
Levi, one of the customs officers, left 
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his post after Jesus of Nazareth had 
bidden him, “Follow me.” Levi gave 
a banquet to announce that he was now 
a follower of Jesus. When the Pharisees 
saw Jesus eating with publicans and sin- 
ers, they were shocked. One was heard 
to exclaim, “No man of God would eat 


with sinners.” Then Jesus said, “I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance.” The Pharisees asked 
Jesus why His disciples did not fast as 
the disciples of John the Baptist had 
done. Jesus said, “The days will come, 
when the bridegroom shall be taken 
away from them, and then shall they 
fast in those days.” Did He mean that 
He is the Bridegroom? Can Jesus really 
be the long-awaited Messiah?—Reported 
by Harriet from Seaside, Galilee, 

Now Caroline has a report from a 
synagogue in Galilee, 

WITHERED HAND INSTANTLY HEALED 

A man with a withered hand was in 
the synagogue where Jesus was teaching 
yesterday morning. The Pharisees 
watched to see whether He would heal 
the man on the Sabbath Day, that they 
might accuse Him. Jesus said to the 
man with the withered hand, “Stand 
forth.” Then He said to the Pharisees, 
“Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath 
days, or to do evil?” 

The Pharisees would not answer. Jesus 
looked round about Him with anger at 
the hardness of their hearts. Then He 
said to the man, “Stretch forth thine 
hand.” When he stretched it out, it was 
just as good as the other! Then the 
Pharisees went out planning to kill 
Jesus. Why they should want to kill 
someone who is always doing good is a 
mystery.—Caroline, a Synagogue Re- 
porter for Galilee. 

What do you girls think stands out 
most in today’s lesson? (The scribes 
and Pharisees were not glad when others 
were healed. Instead they plotted against 
the healer.) You are right. The hard- 
ness of the human heart is very evident, 
but the love of Christ shines out the 
more by contrast. He was “moved with 
compassion” for the leper even though 
He knew the leper would disobey Him. 
He forgave the sins of the palsied man 
though He knew it would anger the 
scribes. He ate with publicans and sin- 
ners knowing it would make the Jewish 
leaders despise Him. He healed the man 
with the withered hand though He knew 
it would make the Pharisees seek to 
destroy Him. His wonderful love and 
compassion flowed out absolutely un- 
hindered by man’s ingratitude and hard- 
ness of heart. 

Assignments: Phyllis, Mark 3:19, 20 
and 31-35. Harriet, Mark 4:1-34, 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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BECOME A TRAINED 


CHRISTIAN WRI 


More than 160 religious pub- 
lications are looking for arti- 
cles that you can write and be 
paid for... IF YOU HAVE 
THE KNOW-HOW. Today, 
hundreds of students of Chris- 
tian Writers Institute are sell- 
ing well-written stories and 
articles to these publications. 


Study at home in your spare 
time. Get the professional 
training that will bring you 
editors’ checks. MARKET f lel 
TIPS, publication free with “"°¢ S4™Pi€ tesson 
each course, lists markets #74 complete in- 
and tells how to slant ma- formation. No ob- 
terials for individual maga- !igation. 


zines. Write Dept. SS-11 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 


Write today for 
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In these times of world-wide eco- 
nomic chaos, what a comfort to know 
a NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
ANNUITY AGREEMENT can 
assure you of a steady, life-long in- 
come. Here is indeed a welcome 
bridge to financial security—a check 
mailed to you promptly each month 
for life. 


Not only is your freedom from in- 
vestment worries assured but you 
have the added satisfaction of know- 
ing a part of your money is actively 
engaged in furthering the work of 
the Lord. Your investment acts as a 
bridge between you and the NEW 
YORK BIBLE SOCIETY agents who 
minister to the needy in the greatest 
city in the world. Since 1809, the 
Society has distributed over 30,- 
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inmates of institutions, and other 
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annuity booklet today. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


He Brought His Cold.—They that are 
whole have no need of the physician, 
but they that are sick (Mark 2:17, 
Golden Text). There was once a man 
who went into a chemist’s shop. He was 
a poor, untidy man, and he said, “If you 
please, Mister, can you give me some- 
thing for a bad cold?” The chemist 
said, “Have you brought a prescription 
with you?” The man answered, “No, I 
ain’t got no prescription with me, but 
I’ve brought my cold with me to be 
cured.” How often sinners, seeking a 
cure for sin, try to bring their prescrip- 
tion to God! But He asks for nothing 
save that the sinner should say, “Just as 
I am, without one plea, but that Thy 
blood was shed for me.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Why He Passed One Church.—And he 
preached the word unto them (Mark 2: 
2). I was holding a revival service 
in a city in Virginia where the people 
were beautifully hospitable. I went to 
the home of a young banker and his wife 
one night after church for refreshments 
On the way we passed another large 
Baptist church. I remarked, “Maybe it’s 
none of my business, but why do you 
pass this church which is within two 
blocks of your home to go to the other?” 
The banker answered: “I live all week 
among the hard things of life where men 
are cruel to each other and where might 
and wrong are forever on the throne 
and truth and goodness are on the scaf- 
fold. I need to have my spiritual bat- 
teries stored; I need to meet God face to 
face. In the church across the street 
the music is jazzed; the atmosphere is 
one of fun and laughter; the sermon is 
full of jokes, and there is no reverence. 
I am hungry for something I cannot find 
over there.”"—From C. Roy Angell, in 
the Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. Prize illustration, 


Persistence Won Him.—Bringing one 
sick of the palsy, which was borne of 
four (Mark 2:3). I once made my way 
into the office of a doctor to ask him 
to come to Christ. The meetings were 
in progress in the church, and I thought 
he was interested. He received me 
kindly, but firmly declined even to talk 
of Christ. and, utterly discouraged, I 
left him. he next night this man gave 
his heart to Christ, and for this reason, 
I believe: We had made him, in a little 
company of church officers, a subject of 
prayer; and you cannot pray earnestly 
for one for any length of time without 
speaking to him concerning his salva- 
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tion. Without having had any confer- 
ence, four men determined to see the 
doctor, and they all called upon him 
within two hours’ time. When the first 
came the doctor laughed at him: when 
the second came, his prominence in the 
business world at least commanded the 
doctor’s respect. When the third came, 
having driven four miles in from the 
country, he began to be interested; and 
with the coming of the fourth there was 
awakened in him a deep conviction. He 
closed his office, went to his home, and 
before the evening hour of the service 
came he had accepted Christ—From a 
sermon by J. Wilbur Chapman. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Breaking Up Things for Christ.—They 
uncovered the roof where he was: and 
when they had broken it up, they let 
down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay (Mark 2:4). I was in revival 
services in Amarillo, Texas, years ago 
in a little Baptist church. A contractor 
got converted. He was building two 
houses, and had two big crews of men. 
We were having morning services at 
ten o’clock. Do you know what he did? 
He went around to these houses and said 
to all those carpenters, plumbers, and 
painters, “Boys, we are having a meet- 
ing down at the church.” Then he said 
some good things about the preacher, 
and said: “I want you to hear him, I 
will tell you what we will do. Nobody 
will work on my job here from ten to 
eleven o’clock. We are all going down 
to the church on my time.” One man 
said: “I do not care to go to church. 
I'll stay here and work.” “No,” the 
converted man said, “nobody is going to 
work on my job while the preacher is 
down in my church trying to have a 
revival. We are all going down there.” 
So they came in their overalls, and some 
of them got converted. You know if 
you really break up a business or break 
up a roof—if you really go to breaking 
up things for Jesus— you can have a 
revival—From Sword of the Lord, Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


Faith Took the Remedy.—When Jesus 
saw their faith (Mark 2:5). A skeptical 
physician said to his Christian patient: 
“I could never understand saving faith 
I believe in God and I suppose I be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ—I am not con- 
scious of any doubts. I believe that 
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and 
I believe in the Bible, yet I am not saved, 
What is the matter with me?” “Well,” 
said the patient, “a week ago I be- 
lieved in you as a very skillful physi- 
cian. I believed that if I should get 
sick and put myself in your hands I 
would be healed. In other words I 
trusted you. For two days now I have 
been taking some mysterious stuff out 
of a bottle. I don’t know what it is, 
I don’t understand it, but I am trusting 
in you.” Now, whenever you turn to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and say, “Lord 
Jesus, Christianity seems to me to be 
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Lesson for January 2] 


full of mysterie I do not understand 
them, but I believe Thou art trustworthy 
and I trust Thee: I commit myself to 
Thee,” that is faith A very simple 
thing, is it not? The faith of the patient 
did not heal him: it was the remedy that 
healed him; but the faith took the rem- 
edy !—From C. I. Scofield, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Judging God by Man’s Imperfection.— 
But there were certain of the scribes 
sitting there, and reasoning in their 
hearts (Mark 2:6). It is said that an 
elderly colored man in reading the well- 
known hymn, “Judge not the Lord by 
feeble sense.”” mistcok the word “sense.” 
and gave this odd version, “Judge not 
the Lord by feeble saints.” What a pity 
that some people do judge the Lord that 
way: but we are all far from perfect.— 
From Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, 
N. ¥ 

° 

Only Broken Natures Know Victory. 
—The Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins (Mark 2:10), I remem- 
ber a flash of righteous indignation that 
swept over Dr. Scofield’s face once as 


he said, “People say that the ‘bird with 
the broken pinion never soars as high 
again.’ As if we did not all have a 
broken wing! For most of'us both wings 
are broken ind both legs, and our 


necks!” So let us just give up this 
notion that it is the “broken pinion” that 
is going to keep us from soaring as high 
as some victorious life Christians can 
soar. One thing is certain: the bird 
without a broken pinion is never going 
to knew victory. One qualification you 
must have for the victorious life is the 
broken pinion, the broken nature, utter- 
most weakness. God makes no offer of 
victory to strong people, people who 
have not failed, and failed utterly. But 
for sinners He has a Gospel.—-From “The 
Victorious Life.” by Charles G. Trumbull. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Meets Criticism (Mark 2:1-12) 


UT on the blackboard the last Mem- 


ory Verse: “Jesus w about all the 
c and v in their s 
and p the g of the k . and 
h every s and every d among 


the p ” (Matt. 9:35). After the pupils 
fill the corresponding blanks, ask the 
following questions: Name one city 
where He went. (Mark 1:21.) What did 
the people there think when they heard 
Him teaching in their synagogue? (v. 22.) 
In His preaching what did He tell the 
people to do? (v. 15.) Tell about some 
of the sicknesses and diseases He healed. 
(vs. 23-34.) How do you think He knew 
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where to go next and what to say? (v. 
35.) 

After His trip around through the 
towns, He came back to Capernaum 
again. Most of the people thought He 
was wonderful, but there were some just 
waiting to find fault with Him, yes, even 
daring to criticize the Son of God. But, 
of course, they did not want to believe 
that He was the Son of God. Let’s watch 
Him. ° 

A crowd gathers around the house as 
soon as they hear Jesus is back — such 
a crowd that no one could any longer 
get inside. Inside, the Lord Jesus is 
teaching those who can hear. And all 
at once you hear rip! tear! crackle! 
snap! Someone is ripping up the flat 
roof overhead. The idea! Spoiling 
Peter and Andrew's house like that! 
Somebody wants to see Jesus badly. 
Everyone stares up at the interruption. 
Now the hole is large. Look! Four men 
are letting a sick man on his mattress 
down through that hole. (Show picture 
here.) 

Preaching was forgotten for the time. 
Would Jesus cure this man brought to 
him by interrupting the meeting and 
spoiling the roof? Listen! He doesn't 
say anything about getting well. Instead 
He says, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
He not only knew about the man’s sins, 
but He knew even the thoughts of the 
men watching Him, that they were 
thinking: “What an awful! thing for Him 
to say! What right has He to forgive 
sins? Only God can do that.” So the 
Lord answered their thoughts. “Is it 
any easier to forgive sins than to cure 
aman? I want you to know I can for- 
give sins. So I say”—and He turned 
to the sick man — “Get up, roll up your 
mattress, and go home.” 

He made that sick man well. Up the 
man got, rolled up his mattress, and the 
crowd let him through — well, forgiven, 
and happy The crowd was excited. 
They praised God, saying, ““We never saw 
anything like it.” Now watch the pic- 
ture in your mind, as the Bible tells the 
story. (Read aloud Mark 2:1-12. You 
may wish to explain the words: palsy, 
scribes, blasphemies.) 

When the Lord Jesus left the house, 
He walked along the beach. Passing by 
the office of a tax collector, He called, 
“Follow me.” (Show a picture.) And 
at once the tax collector left his job 
and went with the Lord. We now know 
that tax collector was Matthew. Have 
this Memory Verse put up with the pic- 
ture: [Jesus said] “Follow me” (Mark 
2:14). 

I'm wondering what the Lord Jesus 
sees today as He looks into our hearts. 
Does He know that we have been think- 
ing about how mean people have been 
to us? Or does He see us following His 
example of forgiving those who have 
sinned against us, and doing something 
kind for them? Last week you tried 
to help those who needed you. This 
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next week let us follow the Lord Jesus 
to something harder—doing good to 
those who have hurt us in some way. 
Maybe you get criticized and do not 
like it, even though you deserve it. Are 
you going to sulk and be horrid, or in- 
stead prove what good things you can 
do? The Lord will be watching and 
saying, “Follow me.” (Under “Jesus sees 
us,” put up a cut-out figure of the Lord 
and of one or two children close by 
Him.) You will need to follow close to 
the Lord so He can help you— but you 
can have victory with His help. (Close 
with prayer for forgiveness of our own 
sins and to be forgiving and helpful to 
others.) 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


NCE again our lesson is in Ca- 

pernaum. It may have been in 
Peter’s house once more that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was teaching and healing. 
At any rate, it was in a house, and the 
crowd came as they did to Peter’s house 
in last week’s lesson, such a crowd that 
they couldn’t all get into the house. The 
lesson says they couldn’t even get to 
the door. Jesus was preaching to them. 
And down the street came four men 
carrying a sick man on a bed or cot, 
ond they wanted to get him to Jesus. 
Can’t you see them saying to the crowd 
on the outside, “Let us through. We 
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have to get to Jesus’? But nobody 
moved, for they didn’t want to miss a 
word He was saying. Someone most 
likely said, “Sh-sh, keep still. You can’t 
get in!” 

But those four men were not going 
to be turned away. And the sick man 
wanted to be healed, so they tried to 
think how they could get to the Lord. 
Someone had a bright idea. “Let’s go 
up and take off a piece of the roof and 
let him down right in front of Jesus.” 

So up the outside stairs they went, 
to the flat rooftop; which was a sort of 
outdoor living and sleeping room dur- 
ing hot weather. They cleared a place 
just above where Jesus was standing, 
and began to take up the pieces of the 
flat roof. 

About that time, I think the owner be- 
gan to get uneasy. Of course the roof 
could be fixed again, but you wouldn't 
want the roof taken off your house, 
would you? But the men went right 
on, taking off the piece of roof, and then 
with ropes they let the bed down, with 
the sick man, right in front of Jesus. 

He stopped preaching and said to the 
sick man, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” Maybe the sick man was disap- 
pointed. Perhaps he didn’t care so much 
about his sins as he did about his sick 
body. But Jesus had said this on pur- 
pose, for there were scribes sitting there, 
watching for something they could find 
wrong with Jesus. They didn’t say any- 
thing, but Jesus knew what they were 
thinking. They were Saying in their 


January 6, 1951 


minds: “This man is wicked. He had 
no right to forgive sins. Nobody but 
God can do that.” You see, they didn’t 
believe that Jesus was God. 

Jesus asked them, “Why do you think 
these things? Is it easier to say to this 
sick man, ‘Thy sins be forgiven thee,’ or 
to say, ‘Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk’?” 

They couldn’t answer that, for they 
couldn't cure the man. None of their 
doctors could cure him, and, strange 
to say, doctors still cannot cure palsy, 
which was the disease the man had. 

Then, to show those men that He could 
forgive sins, Jesus told the man, “Arise, 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house.” 

The man arose, picked up his bed, and 
walked out while the whole crowd 
watched in amazement. He was well. 
No wonder the people praised God. 

Wouldn't it be great if we were as 
interested in getting people to the Lord 
now as those four men were? Suppose 
we worked that thard to get someone to 
come to Sunday school where he could 
learn about the Lord Jesus. Suppose 
adults were that anxious to get their 
friends to the Lord, as those friends were 
to get that man healed of his palsy. 
And sin is far worse than palsy or any 
other disease, for disease can harm only 
the body, but sin kills the soul. 

If every one of you Primary children 
were as anxious to bring your friends 
to Jesus as that man was, your Sunday 
school department would be as full as 
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Lesson for January 21 


that house was that day in Capernaum. 
And that goes for the grownups, too. 
If they were as concerned about the 
Lord’s business as they are about their 
own, the churches would be overflowing, 
Every little while I ask someone about 
his soul, and am told that nobody had 
ever spoken to him about his salvation 
before, and he may be seventy years old, 
and have lived in a so-called Christian 
country all his life. 

I'd like to see someone so anxious to 
have a friend saved that he would tear 
a house down if necessary, to get him 
to Jesus. I hope you children are really 
going to go out and get your friends, 
and keep right on going after them until 
they come. 

Your picture today should be of that 
house in Capernaum with the broken 
roof. 

FELTON, CALIF, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 8) 


1, (a) Throughout the towns of Gali- 
lee (Mark 1:38, 39), (b) in a desert 
place because of popular excitement 
(chap. 1:45). 


2. It is thought that Peter’s home was 
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His headquarters in Capernaum (chap. 


1:29). 


3. The home of Lazarus, Mary, and 
Martha in Bethany. 


4. Their presence was no accident. 
They were gathered from all parts (Luke 
5:17), apparently to spy on Jesus. 


5. (a) Forgiveness is more urgent than 
bodily healing; (b) apparently this man 
was reaping the harvest of his own sin; 
(c) Jesus was about to demonstrate His 
authority. 


6. No. See John 9:1-3, but on the 
other hand, John 5:14. 


7. (a) Professing to forgive sin (Mark 
2:7); (b) making Himself God (John 10: 
33); (c) calling Himself the Christ 
(Mark 14:61-64). 


8. The mere saying is equally easy; 
the forgiveness of sin is the greater mir- 
acle; but saying, “Arise,” to a hopeless 
paralytic calls for immediate demonstra- 
tion. 

9. He who could heal the effects of 
sin had surely the authority to remit 
the sin. 

10. It betokened the completeness of 
the healing, and kept them from seeking 
supports for their first steps. 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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Stella M. Rudy's 
POPULAR 


RAINBOW Series 


we More Rainbow Missionary Stories 
- af “Aunt” Stella's latest addition to her “Rainbow Series” of fe eS 
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years engaged in work with children in an orphanage in 
- & South China, is a skilled narrator drawing her material from ~~ 
nal such far away places as Afghanistan, Africa, China, India, a, 
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fascinating stories, $1.7 5 
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Programs for the 
1951 World Day of Prayer 


OR the ninth consecutive year the 
American Council of Christian 
Churches has prepared a_ thoroughly 
sound and Bible-centered program for 
use on the World Day of Prayer, which, 
in 1951, will be observed on February 9. 
Five suggestions are offered to 
churches and groups using this program: 
1. Use the World Day of Prayer poster 
to increase attendance at your service. 

2. Prepare a prayer service for chil- 
dren, patterned after this one, on the 
child level. 

3. Plan an evening meeting as a “fam- 
ily prayer service.” 

4. In the event of bad weather, use the 
program at a more favorable time near 
February 9. 

5. Send orders for programs in time 
to reach New York not later than Jan- 
uary 10, 

Copies of the program and posters may 
be had without charge from the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches, 15 
Park Row, New York 7. 
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Children at Home 


The Man Who Could Not Move 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


“Him that cometh to me | will in no wise 
cast out” (John 6:37). 


A story of people known to the writer 


RENE went to Sunday school every 

Sunday. At Sunday school she 
learned that the Lord Jesus had died so 
that she might be saved. Irene asked 
Him to be her Saviour. After that she 
wanted other people to come to Jesus, 
too. 

There was a hospital near Irene’s 
home. Sometimes she prayed for all 
the sick people there. One day another 
girl told Irene about a man she had 
heard about in the hospital. She said, 
“Mr, Johnson has been in the hospital 
a long, long time. He must have been 
there ten years anyway.” 

“What is the matter with him?” asked 
Irene. 

“He has arthritis, and that makes him 
get stiffer and stiffer all the time,” said 
Nancy. 


“Won't he ever get better?” asked 
Irene, 
“No,” said her friend. “They say he 


will have to stay in the hospital as long 
as he lives.” 

“I wonder if he will go to Heaven 
when he dies,” said Irene. 

Nancy answered, “I don’t know.” 

Irene could not forget the poor old 
man in the hospital getting stiffer and 
stiffer until he died. How sad it seemed ! 
And then where would he go when he 
did die? Nancy began to pray for Mr. 
Johnson, She talked to her mother about 





-_ 








Less 


him. 
him : 
So 
in th 
hospi 
but t] 
knew 
a mal 
please 
One 
the ri 
the di 
invite 
as tur 
she ¢ 
eyes 
broug 
Mr. 
did n 
She 
you s 
Mr. 
where 
to sta 
Irer 
held > 
The 
give 1 
put tl 
Irer 
one oO 
it?” 
The 
thing. 
finger 
‘Ta 
Mr. 
able ¢ 
as tur 
same 
when 
bed. 
see m 
be de: 
“Ho 
“It 
able t 
can’t | 
lie he 
Iren 
the ne 
“Iw 
“The 
said I 
back 
Testan 
The 
ten to 
and or 
wishex 
Then | 
from 1 
“Go 
Johns« 
then v 
Afte 
to the 
the sa 
paper 
she re 
She 
exact]; 
first ti 
unable 








> 





Lesson for January 21 


him. Her mother said, “You can take 
him some flowers if you wish.” 

So Irene gathered the nicest flowers 
in the garden, and went timidly to the 
hospital. She had been inside before, 
put that was to see someone she already 
knew.- This time she was going to see 
aman she did not know. Would he be 
pleased, or cross? 

One of the nurses directed Irene to 
the right room. She went and stood in 
the doorway tq see if Mr. Johnson would 
invite her in. But he did not so much 
as turn his head to look at her, although 
she could tell he was awake, for his 
eyes were open. At last she said, “I 
brought you some flowers.” 

Mr. Johnson said, “Who are you?” but 
did not look at her. 


She said, “I am Irene Smith. I brought 
you some flowers.” 
Mr. Johnson said, “Come in here 


where I can look at you. You'll have 
to stand at the foot of my bed.” 

Irene went to the foot of the bed and 
held up the flowers. 

The old man said, “Thank you. If you 
give them to one of the nurses she will 
put them in water.” 

Irene said, “Wouldn’t you like to hold 
one of the rosebuds so you can smell 
it?” 

The poor man said, “I cannot hold any- 
thing. I can scarcely move one of my 
fingers.” 

“I am so sorry for you,” said Irene. 

Mr. Johnson went on, “I am a miser- 
able old man. I cannot even so much 
as turrr my head. I just lie here in the 
same position day and night, except 
when the nurses move me to make my 
bed. No one ever bothers to come and 
see me any more; I might just as well 
be dead.” 

“How dreadful it must be!” said Irene. 

“It wasn’t quite so bad when I was 
able to read the newspaper, but since I 
can’t hold it any more, all I can do is 
lie here like a dog.” 

Irene said, “Would you like me to read 
the newspaper to you?” 

“I wish you would,” said Mr. Johnson. 

“Then I’ll go and get a newspaper,” 
said Irene. In a few minutes she was 
back with a newspaper and her little 
Testament. 

The old man seemed pleased to lis- 
ten to the newspaper, so Irene read on 
and on. When she had read him all he 
wished, she stood there a little longer. 
Then she said, “May I read you a little 
from my Testament before I go home?” 

“Go ahead, if you want to,” said Mr. 
Johnson. So Irene read a chapter, and 
then went home. 

After that she went quite often to read 
to the old man. And every time it was 
the same way. She read him the news- 
paper until he was tired of it, and then 
she read a chapter from her Testament. 

She always found the old man lying in 
exactly the same position he was in the 
first time she saw him, flat on his back, 
unable to move his hands, or feet, or 
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Scofield Foz teat as we a 35 a 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 1/3 Main, Hamburg, New York. 
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BIC-TYPE BIBLE FREE 


To Church Workers who will give us a little assistance we will 
send free one of our Pulpit or Family King James Bibles, 
postage paid. Write to oak nothing to buy. ALL NATIONS 
BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc,, P. 0. Box 41, Los Angeles 53, California. 











A GUARANTEED 
LIFE INCOME 


Learn how you may obtain financial 
security by sharing in a great 
Christian enterprise 


Send today for interesting free booklet, “A Gift That 
Lives.” It tells about a remarkable Annuity Plan— 
unfailingly successful for more than 100 years— 
whereby you receive a generous, assured, regular in- 
come right from the start—at the same time help a 
great Christian Cause vital to all denominations, 
Write AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. ss 102, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 














IN VILLAGES OF HUTS AND HUNGRY HEARTS 





An Eastern Graduate, serving 
in Ruanguba, Rutshuru, Bel- 
gian Congo. 


Eastern “ Serves the World! 


: Pi. 





Gospel fruit is the true measure of Christian service, 
but the task requires the kind of training provided so 


well by Eastern. 


Students are trained in the whole Bible—the foun- 
dation for their faith and life. Guided by a fully 
qualified and consecrated faculty, young men and 
women are adequately prepared to meet the needs of 
today’s world. We welcome inquiries. Send for 


catalogue to Dept. F.450 


TE 


EASTERN BAPTIS 


GILBERT L. GUFFIN, President 


THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


CITY LINE & LANCASTER AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 
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FOLDING ORGANS 


CARRY IT ANYWHERE 


Wonderful tone, only organ made play- 
ing the same in all climates. $135 com- 
plete. Immediate shipment. Our 21st year. 


ORGAN SHOP Dept. S 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 


s AY. The new AMERICAN 
COMMON SPEECH TRANSLATION 
the Gospel of John is wonderful! It’s not 
suet another modern speech translation; it’s 
a common speech translation. 1 on the common 
contractions like ‘‘won't,’’ ‘‘isn't,’’ etc re 
used, There’s nothing else like mit When you 
it, you'll want everyone else to read it. 
Youngsters and young peop ie think it's great. You can get 
the unsaved to read it, too. It’s in the language they 
understand. 
Don’ ‘ pales getting some! They cost only $1 for 12; 
83 for ; $5.50 for 100. Order from The Life Messen- 
gers, Devt: $-55, Box 515, Seattie 11, Wash. Do it now! 























.. A Christian faith ministry of permanent 
22. rehabilitation among the homeless and 
p, destitute children of CHINA and 
Oa: LEBANON, Established 34 years. 
hd Lie Challenging opportunities— 
tage Bi nrg results. Free 
Set tok, literature on request. 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
“3 G. A. Lundmark, Pres. 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave. 
gx. Chicago 18, Ill., Dept.15 














ROCKMONT COLLEGE 


turns your Dollars into Sense... 
and Lives of Christian Service 


Write today for Personal Stewardship inter- 
view or Investment Opportunity literature 


DEPT. TS DENVER 5, COLORADO 
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clear, condensed, 
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-use material. 


practical and ready-to 
Thoroughly evangelical. 


$1.75 at your Religious Book Store or 
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head. Irene learned to thank God for 
her strong body. She praved for Mr. 
Johnson very often by this time. 

One day he asked her, “Why do you 
always want to read the Bible?” 

Irene said, “Because it is the Bible 
that tells how the Lord Jesus died for 
us sO we can go to Heaven some day.” 


“Do you think you are going to 
Heaven?” asked the old man who could 
not move. 


“Yes, I know I am,” said Irene, “be- 
cause I came to Jesus and He washed 
my sins away.” 

“You don't know anything about sin,” 
said Mr. Johnson, “a nice girl like you.” 

“Oh, but I have sinned,” said Irene. 
“The Bible says, ‘All have sinned,’ and 
I know I have, but I came to Jesus and 
He washed my sins away.” 

The old man said no more that day, 
but after that he listened more care- 
fully to the reading of the Bible. 

One day Irene said to him, “Are you 
going to Heaven some day?” 

“I hope so,” said Mr. Johnson, but he 
did not look very happy. 

“If you have come to Jesus, then you 
are sure to go to Heaven,” said Irene. 

“T am trying,” said the old man. “I've 
told Him that I want to come. I have 
asked Him to receive me, but I can't feel 
sure that He has.” 

“Oh,” said Irene happily, “I 
glad you asked Him. If you have come, 
I know you'll go to Heaven because 


am so 


Jesus said, ‘Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.’’ 

“Say that again,” said the man who 
could not move, 

Irene repeated it more slowly this 


time: “Jesus said, ‘Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.’” 

Suddenly Mr. Johnson’ exclaimed, 
“Then He must have took me in!” 

How happy he was, and how happy 
Irene was! After that he wanted to 
hear the Testament even more than the 
newspaper. Now he loved the whole 
Bible, but his faverite verse was, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37). 

Not long after this, Lrene’s family had 
to move away. Irene felt very sad to 
leave the old man with no one to read 
the Bible to him. She went to the hos- 
pital to tell him “Good-by.” She said, 
“IT am so sorry I cannot come to read to 
you any but I will see you in 
Heaven some day.” 

“That's right,” said Mr. Johnson, “I'll 
miss the reading and the sight of you, 
but Jesus said, ‘Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out,’ so I know 
He took me in.” 

Irene prayed that God would send 
someone else to read to the man who 
could not move. But just a few days 
after this, God took Mr. Johnson right 
up to Heaven. When Irene heard that, 
she felt sad at first to think she could 
never see him on earth again. Then all 
of a sudden she understood: “God had 


more, 


answered her prayer in the best way. 
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Instead of sending someone else to read 
to the old man, the Lord had taken him 
safe to Heaven where he would never 
again be the man who could not move. 
He cculd walk all over the golden 
streets now and turn his head to look 
at all the wonderful things up there, 
And best of all, he was with the Sav. 
iour he had learned to love.” 

When Irene thought of all this she was 
comforted. But she would never forget 
the old man or his favorite verse, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37), 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Do You Enjoy 
The Sunday School Times? 


OU would hardly be reading these 

lines if you did not like Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, There are a few readers 
who, to judge from their letters, have 
little love for it, but among most of its 
subscribers there is a kind of family feel. 
ing, and many are “cover to cover” 
readers. If you find THe SunpAyY ScHOOL 
Times valuable, you will probably be 
glad to help support it and increase its 
ministry, 

THe Sunpay Scuoot Times is main- 
tained, with God's blessing, by its sub- 
scriptions and its advertising. There are 
three ways in which you as the reader 
of the Times can help to maintain and 
perhaps increase the advertising in the 


TIMEs: 
(1) Purchase materials for church, 
Sunday school, and other Christian ac- 


tivities from companies whose advertise- 
ments appear in the TIMEs, 

(2) When buying such material, refer 
to the fact that the advertisement of it 
was noticed in the TrmMgEs. 

(3) If your gift to a mission, Bible in- 
stitute, Christian college, or other Chris- 
tian organization was prompted through 
an advertisement or the list called “Sug- 
gestions for Your Christmas Giving” in 
the Times, mention that fact in sending 
in your contribution, 

You may also help by encouraging 
others to co-operate with THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo. TIMEs and its advertisers in these 
simple ways. 


we 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 


A Girl of Distinction—Jacque Mer- 
cer, while reigning as Miss America, 
sent a message to American youth: 
“When I was crowned Miss America of 
1949, in Atlantic City last September, I 
was fully aware of the fact that I had 
been selected because I was a typical 
and representative American girl, and 
not a beauty. I have never thought that 
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].was beautiful or more talented than 
other girls, but merely that I have the 
honor of representing the girl who might 
be your next-door neighbor. In winning 
this great honor, I felt a keen sense of 
appreciation to my parents, who had 
trained me to believe that clean living 
and clean thinking are the greatest as- 
sets a girl can possess. To attain suc- 
cess Or popularity, I never felt it nec- 
essary to use intoxicating beverages, nor 
have I had the desire to do so. This is 
my sincere belief, which I am only too 
happy to pass along to other American 
girls, in an earnest effort to show them 
that the adoption of wholesome ideals 
can produce great honors and success.” 

This outstanding young American 
woman is a graduate of Phoenix High 
School and attended Phoenix College in 
preparation for Stanford University. 
She has won dramatic honors, is skilled 
in fashion designing, and does not hesi- 
tate to operate a tractor on her family’s 
cotton farm. Despite her disavowals, she 
is a young lady of striking appearance, 
great poise, and social distinction, 


What Makes a Winner?—Gil Dodds, 
who has shown his back to fast mile 
runners by the hundreds, says: “On 
many occasions during the time that it 
has been my pleasure to coach young 
men and women in athletics, the ques- 
tion has been asked of me, ‘What makes 
an athlete a winner in sports contests?’ 
Too often coaches are too busy to formu- 
late answers to such queries, but it al- 
ways seemed important to me that the 
inquirer be informed of the make-up 
of a winner in athletics. One require- 
ment for a winner is the possession of 
some special physical abilities, including 
endurance, prowess, agility, timing, and 
intestinal fortitude. The entire group of 
these physical abilities can be accumu- 
lated by a normal child under the super- 
vision of a capable coach. A _ second 
requirement is the possession of a sound 
body with which we acquire the physical 
skills. This, of course, presupposes a 
total abstinence of any form of non- 
nourishing material from entering the 
body. Participation in athletics requires 
a well-nourished body ready to act at a 
moment’s notice. Any form of alcohol 
which is taken internally tears down 
body tissues and dulls the nervous sys- 
tem so that reaction is hopeless. There 
is no middle road to take in becoming a 
wihher in sports. Small amounts of alco- 
hol taken internally are harmful.” 


Every Decade a New Opportunity.— 
In the Brewers Journal of May, 1950, we 
note that 14,000,000 old beer customers 
have died, and over one-third of the 
present families in the United States 
have been formed since 1940. The 
potential beer market has been in- 
creased by 18,000,000 people, the equiva- 
lent of a Canada and a Norway. The 
lesson the brewers draw from this fact 
is that a new beer drinker must be made 
for every one who dies, and that the 
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
By John R. Mumaw 

) Have you ever worried about the certainty of your salvation? 

({ssuriini Do you still have doubts about your relationship to God? 

af Does your sense of guilt keep you from a joyous faith in the 

} forgiveness of God and his attending justification? 

You will find real help and an answer to your questions in 
the book, Assurance of Salvation. People who believethe 
Bible with absolute certainty are confident it is the inspired 
Word of God and entertain no doubt about its doctrines. 
The assured Christian knows he has the forgiveness of his 
sins. Let this book help you get straightened, once and for 
all, on this distressing problem. 138 pages, $1.75. 


HERALD PRESS - - Scottdale, Pennsylvania 
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MAGAZINE gor Hymn Lovers 


One FREE Issue: With 4 months for 81 


All your music needs in ONE magazine: Contains new solos, duets, trios, quartets, 

hymns, choruses. Hymn stories, teaching material, features, and church music news. 

Excellent for church musicians, leaders, teachers, pastors. 

Hymn writers discovered. | year subscription, $2.75. 
Three New Features for Music Lovers 

I Easy-to-play organ or piano Prelude or Offertory number. 

2—Special Sunday school department helps for children's 
workers. 

3—Two-page anthem for voluntary choirs. Extra copies 
Music Section available for singing groups. 

Send $1.00 today—FREE issue will be mailed immediately. 


HYMN LOVERS’ MAGAZINE oP ances 43, Coutorme GRACE RAMONT, Editor 

























When answering advertisements. please mention The Sunday School Times. 


THIS MISERY MUST BE ALLEVIATED 
THE CRY OF HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN DISTRESS 


- Economic conditions in Europe and in Israel have become critical, 
} This we learn from the increasing numbers of Hebrew Christians 
appealing to us to help them out of their misery and distress, 
From Berlin, where there are about 5,000 surviving Hebrew 
Christians, one of our representatives writes: “Nearly 90% of 
our group of people are unemployed. The number of those in 
ame 4 and despair increases daily. We urgently need money for 
ood. 

From another city in Germany an anxious but trusting Hebrew 
Christian mother says: “We live in the most distressing condi- 
tions. My child is ill with T.B. The medicine he needs is nour- 
ishing food, for which we have no means. Yet we do not despair, 
for we still believe somehow that God will not forsake us!” Still 
another, this one from behind the iron curtain, writes: “With a 
severe winter facing us without heat, without light, with insuffi- 
cient food for our children, and no employment, we implore you 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, °° help us now before it is too late !” : ; 

Aly a. BD . Dear Christian reader, please do help us to alleviate the misery 
— and distress of these starving Hebrew Christians who miracu- 
lousIy escaped death during the Nazi era of persecution. We 
must not abandon these brethren of our Lord now. Let us not weary in well doing. 
Please send your gift immediately to help Hebrew Christians in distress in Europe 
and the Holy Land. 
$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family 


in Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support one of our Hebrew Christian orphans in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 


An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
on request, 








Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. T 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Mlinois Toronto, Ontario. 
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INSTANTLY ANY BOOK, CHAPTER, 


VERSE.. At Your Fingertips! 





BOOK AND CHAPTER... The latest mechan- 
ical improvement in the new Index Bible. The 
index finger finds the book, while the thumb 
locates the chapter. All in or motion! King 
James and American Standard Versions of the 
Bible and Testament. Page siz, 334’" x 6 1/16"’. 
PRICES FROM $8.25 - - $19.95 
For full information write 


INSTANT INDEX DISTRIBUTORS 








a Box 428 Dept. SS 1 Lexington, Nebraska J 








wHertA Christian Faculty 
Builds Christian Lives 


The men and women of Multnomah faculty are 
consecrated to their task. As living examples of 
devotion to the Bible and Christian Service their 
teaching carries conviction which students sense 
and accept. FREE tuition. Three-Year Bible 
Course. Ask for catalog. 
Interesting Monthly Sent 
Free to All Inquirers 


ULTNOMAH 
School of te BIB L E 


Willard M, Aldrich, Th.D., President 
John G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice President 
632 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 











LOOKING FoR 1951 : 
CAMPING FACILITIES? 


New Camp Facilities are now avail 
able in beautiful Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, for churches, youth or 
children’s groups, organizations. 


Nominal Camper Rates 1951 Season 


Operational Arrangement: 
Cafeteria, Buildings, and Grounds Our Staff 
Program and Services : Your Staff 
Accommodations—128 Campers, plus Staff 
Write Director, Dept. SS 
LAKE GENEVA YOUTH CAMP 
311 Lake Street Chicago 6, Illinois 
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formation of a new family is a new op- 
portunity to sell beer. Perhaps it is 
our business to try to recruit abstainers 
from the new population as it comes 
along. Perhaps we should regard the 
formation of a new family as the crea- 
tion of a new opportunity for the 
church ! 


Science Is Not Enough.—Charles A. 
Lindbergh, who has used his great prestige 
in support of the stability of American 
institutions, is quoted in the New York 
Times as stating that it is his belief that 
“we must balance science with other 
qualities of life— qualities of body and 
spirit as well as mind.” 


Alcoholism a Disease?—The Rev. Her- 
bert E, Eberhardt, secretary of the In- 
ternational Union of Gospel Missions and 
superintendent of the Central Union 
Mission of Washington, D. C., suggests 
that alcoholism is a unique sickness: 


If drunkenness, or alcoholism, is a 
disease, then we would like to compare 
it with other sicknesses in seven re- 
spects: 

1. It is the only disease which we 
advertise to the tune of almost 130 mil- 
lion dollars annually. 

2. It is the only disease which we 
propagate to the tune of three billion 
gallons of liquor consumed annually, 
or more than twenty gallons per man, 
woman, and child in the United States, 

3. It is the only disease which we 
legalize to the tune of 447,000 retail 
liquor permits in drug stores, groceries, 
hctels, and wherever our women and 
children must go for the necessities of 
life. 

4. It is the only disease which we 
commercialize, the annual drink bill 
being close to nine billion dollars. 

5. It is the only disease which is vol- 
untarily self-imposed. Not one of the 
four million excessive drinkers, many 
of them alcoholics, in America, ever 
became an alcoholic without willfully 
taking a drink and continuing to drink. 
This is not true of any other sickness. 

6. It is the most deadly of all dis- 
eases, for it destroys both soul and 
body. No other sickness, however 
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100,000 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST 
IN JAPAN IN 18 MONTHS 


——- _§,000,000 Gospels and Testas 

ments have been distributed by 

the Japan staff of the Pocket Testament 
League and the evangelists whom the 
League has brought to Japan for its 
nation-wide campaign of evangelization 


This is only a beginning. Most of 


Japan's 80 million souls are still un- 
evangelized. NOW we are free to reach 


Te POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGL 









them. TOMORROW — even a year from 
now — it may be too late. The utmost 
effort of God's people is needed NOW. 
Continue to pray with us for this great 
missionary task. 

Write for free copies of the Fuchida 
tract and the Anderson stories. 
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malignant, can kill a man’s soul. But 
the disease of alcoholism will and does, 
as evidenced by the estimated cost of 
crime in the State of Massachusetts 
alone, resulting from liquor, of sixty- 
one million dollars in one year, to say 
nothing of the intangible by-products, 
7. Finally, we are glad to say this 
is a disease which is curable for all 
who wish to escape its malignancy, 
Thank God, there is a remedy for this 
disease available to all. There is no 
incurable case in the sight of God. 
Yes, We’re Friendly !—When a chap 
who is on the skids wants a friend, where 
does he go? To the nearest saloon- 
keeper? Not at all. He hunts up the 
nearest preacher. He goes to the Sal- 
vation Army, or to a church— any 
church. Jesus Christ was the friend of 
sinners, and it is to His church and the 
men who serve it that the drinker turns 
when he is in trouble. The reason we 
hate the alcohol custom and the liquor 
traffic is that drink ruins so many peo- 
ple. We do not even hate the men in 
the liquor traffic; we just hate the busi- 
ness which results in so much human 
tragedy. 


Alcoholic Logic. — An officer ap- 
proached a drunk who was trying to get 
the key into his car door lock. “Look 
here,” he said, “you don’t mean to tell 
me that you intend to drive that car!” 
“Sure,” replied the drunk, “can’t you see 
I’m in no condition to walk?” 


Fever Never Pays !—Mr, William Wat- 
kins Reid of the Board of Missions and 
Church Extension of the Methodist 
Church, remarks: “If it were commer- 
cially profitable to some men that others 
suffered and died from yellow fever, 
would the Government stop its vast pro- 
gram of draining swamps, of screening 
against mosquitoes, of immunizing those 
who work in hazardous places? Would 
it license men to spread the conditions 
which breed the mosquito and expose 
men to the infection? Would it protect 
the nefarious trade because of a tax from 
it—even a tax to operate hospitals to 
cure yictims of the disease? Yet, is not 
that what we are doing when we license 
and protect those who keep active and 
enhance the causes of alcoholism? The 
glamorized signs which advertise “wine,” 
“whiskey,” “beer,” might better bear the 
words “insanity,” “degeneration,” “death.” 


YE 


The New Pastor at Moody Church 


HE well-known Moody Church in 

Chicago has not had a regular pas- 
tor since Dr. H. A. Ironside resigned. 
Mr. H, A, Hermansen has been associate 
pastor and Mr. Robert R, Murfin, youth 
director. 

The Rev. F. Franklin Logsdon of the 
Central Baptist Church, London, Ont., 
has now accepted the call of the Moody 
Church to become its pastor and will 
probably. take up his duties in the latter 
part of January. Mr, Logsdon has been 
serving the Central Church for the past 
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Lesson for January 21 


eight years, and previously had pastor- 
ates in Pennsylvania and Maryland. He 
is much beloved as a pastor and Bible 
teacher, and is frequently heard as 
speaker at some of the outstanding Bible 
conferences in America and Canada. He 
is a member of the faculty of the Lon- 
don Bible Institute, and is the author of 
several devotional books, including “Cru- 
cified to Live,” “Lest Ye Faint,” and 
“Lingering at Calvary.” 
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A Program for 
the World Day of Prayer 


6 Y PEACE” is the theme of the 
program for the World Day of 

Prayer, February 9, 1951, prepared for 
the fifth year by the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals. 

The program is divided into sections 
as follows: 

1. God of Peace (Author of Peace) 

2. Gift of Peace (Prince of Peace) 


3. Gratifying Peace (Possession of 
Peace) 
4. Gospel of Peace (Proclamation of 
Peace) 


5. Glorious Peace (Peace on Earth) 

Copies of the program may be ob- 
tained free from the National Association 
of Evangelicals, 542 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago 5. A freewill offering to defray 
the expense of printing and mailing will 
be appreciated. 
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Leaflets on Child Training 


HE Wheaton Bible Church at 
Wheaton, Ill, of which Dr. Joseph 
Macaulay is pastor, has a large, active 
congregation and a thriving Sunday 
school. It is a center for returned mis- 
sionaries, other Christian workers, stu- 
dents from Wheaton College, and chil- 
dren and young people from Christian 
families. There the whole Bible is be- 
lieved and taught as the inspired Word 
of God, the fundamentals of the faith 
are at the basis of its life, and out from 
it goes a strong witness to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Out of the membership of that church 
and Sunday school have come seven un- 
usually fine pamphlets on Christian edu- 





cation. These are: 

1. “Your Children in Church,” by Joseph 
C. Macaulay. 

2. “How to Go to Sunday School,” by 
Alvera Johnson. 

3. “Your Children in the Home,” by Mrs. 


Peter Stam, Jr. 
4. “Your Child’s Life in the Making,” by 
C. B. Eavey. 


5. “Who Is Training Your Child?” by 
W. H. Hockman. 

6. “Balanced Christian Training,” by 
Mrs. Margaret M. Payne. 

7. “Training Our Young People for 


Christian Service,” by L. A. Unkefer. 
These are sold at cost. The set of 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is the JEW who has 
died of Starvation! 


Thousands of Jews — 
especially Christian 


missionary ministry. 
Write for free literature 
to Dept. § 


decob Gartenhous, 


Jews—in Europe today 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January. 21 
I Asked God, and... 
(2 Chron. 7:14; Matt. 21:22; 5:43-46; Rom. 
8:26; Phil. 4.6, 7) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week, we thought about the 

prayer life of the Lord Jesus and 
we saw from His example something of 
the importance of prayer in our own 
lives, and when we should pray. We 
considered also some of the rules that 
the Lord gave to His disciples for 
prayer, and how we might observe those 
rules today. And now, this week our 
topic directs our attention to what hap- 
pens when we pray. 

Undoubtedly, all of us have had the 
experience, at some time or other, of 
praying for a particular thing with great 
sincerity and earnestness, only to find 
that God did not do what we asked Him 
to do. Perhaps we were tempted to 
think that He just did not answer, or 
even that He did not care, and it may 
be that our faith was tested to the point 
that we lost confidence in prayer. 

ve 

Of one thing we may be very sure, 
if we believe God’s Word. It is that God 
is a loving, tender Father, ready and 
eager to do the very best for everyone 
who has become a true child of His 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 7:9-11). If our prayers are not 
answered in the way that we desire, the 
fault is not with God, but with our- 
selves. Somewhere we have failed to 
comply with the simple conditions that 
God has laid down for answered prayer. 
It will be profitable then to examine 
carefully what the Bible has to say as 
to why prayers are not answered. Sev- 
eral of these reasons are found in the 
Scripture portions assigned for our read- 
ing with this week’s topic: 

ve 

1. Unconfessed sin in the life may be a 
reason for unanswered prayer (2 Chron. 
7:14). In Psalm 66:18 we read, “If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.” Sometimes God has 
to wait to answer our prayers until we 
have humbled ourselves and have come 
to Him and confessed our wrongdoing. 
We see everyday how this principle 
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works out in the home. A child that is 
persistently disobedient and unwilling 
to acknowledge his faults cannot be 
given the same privileges or have de- 
sires granted in the same way as obe- 
dient, dutiful children. It is not that his 
parents do not love him. But for his 
own good and in fairness to others in 
the home, the parents must withhold 
some things from him in order that he 
may learn obedience and love and co- 
operation, 
we 

2. Unbelief in the heart may sometimes 
prevent: God from answering our re- 
quests (Matt. 21:22). Again in Mark 11: 
24 we read, “What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them.” 
How often have you asked God for some- 
thing, not really believing in ycur heart 
that He would do for you what you 
asked? Faith is the channel through 
which God works, and we prevent Him 
from doing the things He wants to do 
for us, scmetimes, because we permit 
that channel to be blocked by doubts 
and fears, 

ad 

3. God does not answer prayer some- 
times as we would have Him do for the 
simple reason that our request would not 
be for our own good (Rom, 8:28). He 
must consicer not only our desire of the 
moment, but the over-all result in our 
lives. An earthly parent will withhold, 
in love, a sharp knife or a hot iron from 
the foolish child that cries for it. Our 
Heavenly Father is no less mindful of 
our best interests when we shortsight- 
edly ask for things that would only work 
out to our own injury. A mother, whose 
only son was desperately ill, wept and 
praved and practically demanded that 
the Lord restore her son. God granted 
her reauest. but that mother lived to see 
the day when she wished that the son 
hat died in his illness, as she saw the 
terrible effects of sin in his later life 
When we are willing to trust God, He 


often permits us to see why it would 

not have been well for Him to have 

given us what we asked of Him, and He 

shows us the better thing He has for us. 
oe 


4. Clesely related to the previous rea- 
son for unanswered prayer is the fact 
that God sometimes cannot answer our 
prayers because we have not asked ac- 
cording to His will (1 John 5:14, 15). 
God has given us His Word and the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit to help us to under- 
stand what His will is. When we insist 
upon having our own way, either 
through ignorance, or selfishness, or 
through willfulness, God cannot give us 
what we ask. Our part, then, is to fol- 
low the example of the Lord Jesus with 
every petition that we voice, “Neverthe- 
less, not my will, but thine be done.” 

ve 

5. Sometimes our desires, strangely 

enough, are not granted because we have 
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not asked. “Ye have not, because ye ask 
not” (Jas. 4:2). Have you never known 
of an earthly parent who desired to give 
a child something very desirable, and yet 
waited for that child to come and ask 
for it? It was not that the parent was 
a tyrant who wanted the child to come 
as a groveling slave, pleading for a 
heart's desire, but merely that the par- 
ent wanted the child to appreciate the 
value of what was to be granted, and to 
want it sufficiently to come and ask for 
it. Sometimes God waits for us to come 
so that we, too, may learn the real value 
of what He has to give us, and that we 
may learn to love Him more through 
the giving. 
ve 

Thus we see from all these teachings of 
the Word, that we ourselves may have a 
very real part in having our prayers an- 
swered, and when they are not answered, 


we may well ask ourselves, “What is it 
in me that is keeping God from doing 
what I have asked?” or, “What better 


thing does God have for me than my 
shortsighted asking would obtain?” 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 15 to 21 
Mon.—Mark 1:40-46. A Leper Cleansed. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A leper.” The 
ministry of the Messiah included the 
healing of lepers (see Matt. 11:5; Luke 
7:22). Our Lord used this miracle to 
satisfy John’s faith in Himself. Lep- 
rosy is used in the Bible as a type of 
the growth of sin in the sinner. Lepers 
were isolated, and given a_ separate 
burial. Sinners are outside of the fold 
of Christ and are divided from the peo- 
ple of God at death. The instant heal- 
ing of lepers by Christ illustrates imme- 
diate salvation imparted by Him to 
sinners who call on the name of the Lord 
(see Rom, 10:13). Every saved soul is 
a miracle of grace. Pray for John Brown 
University, Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Tues.—Mark 2:1-12, 
Jesus Accused of Blasphemy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blasphemies.” 
Jesus, by forgiving sins, gave His ene- 
mies the occasion for charging Him with 
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profaning the name of God. Although 
He had made the world, and man, and 
was upholding all things by the word 
of His power, He was unknown to His 
own people to whom He came. Their 
charge of blasphemy against Him was 
as false as would have been the claim 
that the Lord who appeared to Abraham 
was a false prophet because He an- 
nounced the miracle birth of Isaac. 
Jesus of the New Testament was the 
Jehovah of the Old Testament. How 
blind are eyes that do not recognize 
Him as God manifest in flesh! Pray 
for the Sudan Interior Mission, 164 W. 
64th St.. New York 23. 


Wed.—Mark 2:13-17. 
Jesus Ate With Sinners. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He eateth and 
drinketh with publicans and sinners.” 
The Great Physician of souls came close 
to sin-sick sinners. His love that brought 
Him here and made Him the friend of 
unrighteous people led Him to give His 
life a ransom for the ungodly. The mis- 
eries of the unconverted moved the com- 
passions of the blessed Jesus. His love 
is ever the same. And He wants to love 
the unlovely through us today. He would 
give us a heart of compassion. Pray for 
the broken-hearted people of Korea, 
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Thurs.—Mark 2:18-22. 
The Disciples Did Not Fast. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy disciples 
fast not.” During our Lord’s days with 
the disciples they did not fast; but they 
did so after He ascended to Heaven 
(see Acts 9:9; 13:2, 3; 14:23). Our Lord 
said the time would come when they 
would do so. Fasting in our Lord’s day 
was mostly formal, and valueless to the 
ceremonialists. But properly done it is 
a great aid in subduing the flesh, elevat- 
ing the spirit, and advancing God’s work 
(see Matt. 17:21; 1 Cor. 7:5). Pray for 
more observance of the ministry of fast- 
ing (see 2 Cor. 6:5; Acts 10:30; 13:2, 3). 


Fri.—Mark 2:23 to 3:6. 
Accused of Breaking the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They watched 
him, whether he would heal him on the 
sabbath day.” Christ was falsely accused 
of desecrating the Sabbath Day: but 
many today may be justly charged with 
ignoring the Lord’s will in the matter of 
Lord’s Day observance. In these Bible 
enlightened times we are far more lax 
than were our godly fathers who were 
careful to maintain a good testimony on 
the Christian’s day of rest. And they 
had less lawlessness in their homes and 
congregatiqns in those careful days. It 
has stood some of us in good stead down 
the years that our parents remembered 
the Lord’s Day, and kept it holy. Pray 
for a new awakening of the Christian 
conscience with respect to Lord’s Day 
observance, 


Sat.—Mark 3:7-12. 
The Multitude Followed Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Great multitudes 
... followed him.” But unhappily not 
all the followers walked in the footsteps 
of Jesus. They sought Him for differ- 
ent reasons, as the Word declares; and 
when sifted, many went back and no 
more followed Him. It is so today: 
“Many are called, but few are chosen.” 
The good seed does not fall always in 
good ground. Pray for the multitudes 
now interested in religious meetings 


Sun.—John 3:16-21, 
Why Jesus Was Opposed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Men loved dark- 
ness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.” The love of sin makes 
people dislike the Saviour. As Cain 
hated righteous Abel: so sinners hate 
the holy Jesus. They keep away from 
the places where they will contact 
Him because they want to do the 
things which grieve Him, and made 
His presence here and His truth and 
cross a necessity. This fact must be 
reckoned with in our dealings with 
souls, The love of sin cannot be cured 
by human panaceas. It takes the love 
of God in Christ to break the hearts 


of stone The cross of Christ is the 
only thing that can draw sinners to 
God. Glory in the cro Pray for 


more pred hing of Christ crue fied 
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